
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
Special Meeting/Study Session 

July 8, 2014 
 
Mayor Tom Vance called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  
Mayor Tom Vance 
Deputy Mayor Kathy Huckabay 
Councilmember Don Gerend 
Councilmember Bob Keller 
Councilmember Tom Odell 
Councilmember Ramiro Valderrama 
Councilmember Nancy Whitten 
 
Staff present:  
Ben Yazici, City Manager  
Lyman Howard, Deputy City Manager 
Jeff Thomas, Community Development Director 
Laura Philpot, Public Works Director 
Melonie Anderson, City Clerk  
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Odell led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Valderrama 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Presentations/Proclamations 
 
Public Comment 
 
Jan Brandon, 21916 SE 16th Place, He urged Council to adhere to the Plan for Big Rock Park as it was 
originally presented last year. 
 
Anne Harrison, 1637 219 Pl SE, She spoke regarding the Big Rock Park Master Plan. She is against putting 
a community garden in the park. 
 
John James, 21603 NE 24th Street, He thanked Mary Pigott for her donation of the property for Big Rock 
Park. He advocated using the existing home on the property for a senior center.  
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Jim Chamber 21700 SE 16th Place, Spoke regarding Big Rock Park. He would like to see parking on Parcel 
C if it is available when Council decides to further develop the park. 
 
David Dunningham, 1653 219th Place, He agreed with previous speaker Ann Huntington. 
 
Deb Grasso, 1700 220th Avenue SE, Spoke regarding Big Rock Park. She is very worried about the 
development of this park (submitted written comments). 
 
Elizabeth Holt, 21926 SE 16th Place, Spoke regarding Big Rock Park. She is confused by the changes to the 
Master Plan. They would like to park to remain passive. 
 
Public Hearing - None 
 
Unfinished Business - None 
 
New Business 

 
Resolution: Of The City Of Sammamish, Washington, Adopting A Master Plan For Big Rock Park 
 
Parks & Recreation Director Jessi Richardson gave the staff report and a PowerPoint presentation 
(available on the city’s website at www.sammamish.us.) 
 
Mary Pigott explained that while she would like the park to remain passive, it should also be 
multipurpose. She never envisioned it to be an environmental preserve. 
 
Four Items need a decision tonight: 
 

• Natural Play Area – Council voted to keep the natural play area in the plan 5-2 with 
Councilmembers Odell and Valderrama dissenting 

• Elevated Boardwalk – Council voted against leaving the elevated boardwalk in the plan 2-5 with 
Councilmembers Valderrama, Keller, Gerend, Whitten and Odell dissenting.  

• Community Garden – Council voted against leaving the community garden in the plan 3-4 with  
Councilmembers Valderrama, Whitten, Gerend and Odell dissenting 

• Site B Parking Lot and Driveway – Council voted to retain the 10-12 spaces parking spaces in the 
plan  6-1 with  Councilmember Valderrama dissenting 

 
Council recessed from 8:50 pm to 9:00 pm. 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Huckabay moved to approve the resolution. Councilmember Keller seconded. 
 
AMENDMENT: Councilmember Keller moved when site B transfers to the City, ADA alternatives will be 
evaluated, considering either elevated boardwalk and/or extended trail connectivity to the SE corner of 
Site A. Councilmember Gerend seconded. Motioned carried 4-3 with Councilmembers Whitten, Odell 
and Valderrama dissenting. 
 
Councilmember Odell is concerned that the elevated boardwalk is too expensive and may not be needed 
until Site C transfers to the City. Councilmember Valderrama feels it is confusing to keep taking the 
option out of the plan and putting it back it. This sends mixed messages to the public. 
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AMENDMENT: Councilmember Whitten moved to amend the previous amendment to change the time 
frame to “no later” than when site B transfers. Councilmember Valderrama seconded. Motion failed 1-6 
with Councilmembers Odell, Gerend, Keller, Valderrama, Mayor Vance and Deputy Mayor Huckabay 
dissenting.  
 
MAIN MOTION: carried as amended 7-0 unanimously 
 
Council Reports 
 
Mayor Vance reviewed the long term agenda. Council also discussed the legislative agenda for 
this year. Deputy City Manager Lyman Howard read a list of Association of Washington Cities 
legislative issue. Those issues are restore liquor revenue sharing, sharing marijuana taxes with 
cities to offset the cost of new requirements for marijuana regulation, fund transportation 
needs including new transportation funding options, and ask the legislature to stop raiding 
infrastructure funds. Council is supportive of those four issues. This will be brought back in the 
form of a resolution at the next meeting as well as any additional items Council may suggest. 
 
City Manager Report  
 
Executive Session – If Necessary 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:35   pm 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Odell moved to extend the meeting to 10:30 pm. Motion carried 7-0.   
 
Open Study Session 
 
Topics 
 
 Lake Sammamish Urban Wildlife Designation 
 Sammamish Plateau Water & Sewer District Comprehensive Plan (moved to July 15, 2014) 
 Eastside Fire & Rescue Non-Profit Formation 
 Stormwater Program Update 

 
 
 
 _________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk      Thomas E. Vance, Mayor 
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