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STUDY SESSION NOTES 

 
Study Session 

March 8, 2005 
 

Mayor Don Gerend opened the study session of the Sammamish City Council at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Don Gerend, Deputy Mayor Michele Petitti, 
Councilmembers Jack Barry, Mark Cross, Lee Fellinge, Kathleen Huckabay and Nancy Whitten. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Finance Director Lyman Howard, Administrative 
Services Director Mike Sauerwein, Police Chief Richard Baranzini. 
 
Public Comment –  
 
Police Chief Richard Baranzini introduced the new King County Sheriff, Sue Rahr. She was 
appointed to replace Dave Reichert as King County Sheriff in 2005, following his election to 
Congress. During her long career with the King County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Rahr has worked 
to create a safer and more secure community for King County residents. 
 
Topics: 
 
Art Commissioner Interviews: 
The following applicants were interviewed to fill vacant positions on the Arts Commission: 
 

! Joanney Elliott 
 

! Joane Gravalis 
 

! Kent Greene 
 

! Deedee Holt 
 

! Erica Krikorian 
 

! Brandie Lakman 
 

! Charlene Rankin 
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Discussion: Real Estate Excise Tax 
City Manager Ben Yazici explained the new legislation being brought before the State 
Legislature regarding the use of Real Estate Excise Tax as an additional tool to increase revenue 
for cities. Councilmember Cross supports this idea. This method is less complex than 
concurrency. Councilmember Whitten supports the idea but wants new development to pay their 
way. Deputy Mayor Petitti supports adding this tool to the fund raising box. Councilmember 
Fellinge does not like this new tax since it would shift the costs of growth to all taxpayers. The 
reduction of impact fees is unlikely to lower the price of homes since the price is determined by 
the market. He does not like the fact that the residents will not be allowed to vote on the 
imposition of this new tax. He also does not like the 10 year term for the tax.  Councilmember 
Barry thinks the Council should consider what can be cut from the budget before a discussion 
takes place on adding a new tax. Mayor Gerend will support the measure. 
 
Mayor Gerend closed the study session at 9:10 pm. 
 


