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COUNCIL MINUTES 
 Regular Meeting  

March 1, 2005 
 

Mayor Don Gerend called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 
6:35pm. 
 
Councilmembers present: Mayor Don Gerend, Deputy Mayor Michele Petitti, Councilmembers 
Jack Barry, Mark Cross, Lee Fellinge, and Kathleen Huckabay.  
 
Councilmembers absent: Councilmember Nancy Whitten. 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Michele Petitti moved to excuse Councilmember Whitten . 
Councilmember Huckabay seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Assistant City Manager Pete Butkus, Public Works 
Director Delora Kerber, Director of Administrative Services Mike Sauerwein, Director of 
Community Development Bob Horne, Permit Manager Kimberlee McArthur, Building Official 
Jan Vogee, Associate Planner Evan Maxim, Senior Planner Emily Arteche, City Attorney Bruce 
Disend, and Administrative Assistant Stacy Herman. 
 
Roll Call/Pledge 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Cross led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Cross 
seconded. 

AMENDMENT: Mayor Don Gerend moved to amend the agenda by moving Item #5 Contract 
Renewal Parks Landscaping Services to 1st item after consent agenda. Deputy Mayor Petitti 
seconded. Amendment passed unanimously 6-0. 

MAIN MOTION: Approval of agenda as amended passed unanimously 6-0. 

Presentations/Proclamations  
 
King County Councilmember David Irons Jr. Councilmember Irons gave an overview of 
2004 and 2005 issues. Councilmember Irons reported on Klahanie annexation issues, Issaquah-
Fall City Road improvement project, King County Elections, King County Council redistricting, 
transportation projects, including SR520 Bridge, Alaska Way Viaduct and SR405. 
Councilmember Irons was recently in Washington DC lobbying for some additional funds 
needed for regional transportation projects. Councilmember Irons discussed the election process 
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and proposes electing the next Elections Department Auditor. He also discussed the current $20 
million dollar deficit King County Council is trying to close. Councilmember Irons is happy with 
the progress being made to the Issaquah Highlands Park-n-Ride. 
 
E-Gov  
City Manager, Ben Yazici gave the history and background for E-Gov Alliance (Electronic 
Government Services). This program eliminates staff time and is very cost effective.  Mr. Yazici 
explained this service allows for applications for building permits via the internet. E-Gov 
Alliance is made up of several cities, including Bellevue, Bothell, Issaquah, Kenmore, Kirkland, 
Mercer Island, Sammamish, Snoqualmie and Woodinville.  
 
Executive Director, John Buckman gave a PowerPoint Presentation and an overview of the E-
Gov Alliance program. John Buckman recognized Sammamish City Staff, Kimberlee McArthur, 
Permit Center Manager and Building Official Jan Vogee. Mr. Yazici thanked the City Council 
for investing in E-Gov and also thanked Mr. Buckman for all his hard work.  
 
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports 

 
• Finance Committee (Councilmember Fellinge): No report. 
 
• Public Safety Committee (Councilmember Huckabay) – Councilmember Huckabay 

gave a summary on the proposed joint Fourth of July fireworks display with the City 
of Issaquah. Costs were reported at approximately $100,000.00. The committee will 
follow-up with Issaquah on this project. The peddler’s license was discussed. A 
policy issue will be forthcoming to the Council. Exempting some organizations will 
be discussed.  

 
• Community Development Committee (Councilmember Cross): Community 

Development Committee will move to a new meeting time, 1st Monday of every 
month, beginning at 5:00 pm, at City Hall.   

 
• Parks Open Space and Natural Resources (Councilmember Whitten) Deputy Mayor 

Petitti chaired this meeting in Councilmember Whitten’s absence. Project updates 
included: (1) Ebright Creek Park. The SEPA period has ended and a determination 
will be issued. When the project is at 60% design stage, the City will set up meetings 
with neighbors. Construction is expected to begin in August. (2) Options to link 
Beaver Lake Preserve to Hazel Wolf wetlands are being looked at. (3)  A meeting 
with user groups are scheduled for this week, to discuss scheduling the fields at 
Eastlake. There will be seven users competing to use two fields. Evening closure time 
of fields is still being discussed. (4) Update on Eastside Catholic and joint use facility 
will be discussed at the next meeting. (5) Parks Committee recently had their first 
meeting with Parks Commission and the three new Commissioners. They looked at 
2005 goals, maximizing sport fields, docks at Pine Lake, sub-group for Trails, 
Bikeways and Paths plan, fundraising for parks, communicating with citizens and 
Council, fundraising and gift program for parks, and off leash dog areas. Mission 
statement was worked on. Looking at different options for Ebright Creek Park 
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including, kiosk on Kokanee Salmon, firepit/campsite for Boy scouts, and natural 
play areas, rather than bright colored play structures. Boy Scout from Troop 667 had 
great comments and helped with the mission statement.  

 
• Public Works Committee (Councilmember Barry): No Report. 

 
• Legislative Committee (Deputy Mayor Petitti): Last week Mayor Gerend, Deputy 

Mayor Petitti, Councilmember Barry and City Manager, Ben Yazici attended 
Association of Washington Cities conference in Olympia. They discussed several 
issues with the legislators of importance to the City. They included streamline sales 
tax and the bill requirement for R-4 minimum zoning. The City supports the bill that 
allows Cities to up-zone certain areas, while down-zoning others, rather than the 
entire City under R-4 zoning. 

 
• Mayor’s Report (Mayor Gerend): He meets every week with Eastside Transportation 

Partnership subcommittees. Mayor Gerend attended the Regional Transportation 
Investment District (RTID) Meeting. He met with Congressman Dave Reichert.  

 
• Skyline High School Student Liaison (Liz Morgan) Skyline recently returned from 

mid-winter break. This Friday is a Jazz and Java fundraiser, music played by the jazz 
band and jazz choir, beginning at 7:00 pm. ASB elections are being held for officers 
next year. ASB leadership class is selling bracelets and water bottles to raise money. 
Sports tryouts begin this Monday.  

 
•  Eastlake High School Student Liaison (Spencer Salmon): Saturday before break, 

Eastlake dance team hosted a local dance competition. Sonic girls performed at the 
competition. Basketball game tonight at Juanita at 8:15 pm, this is the last chance to 
go to state. March 21st - 25th Echo Encore (environmental club) week, to raise 
environmental awareness and funds for environmental causes. Registration for 
sophomores and juniors has begun. 

 
• Sammamish Youth Board Liaison (Robert Baxter): March 26, 2005 Sammamish 

Youth Board will hold a spring extravaganza. Partners in Prevention with 
Washington State Health Board will have a booth set up at Spring Extravaganza, to 
raise awareness for youth against alcohol and drugs. SYB is sponsoring a barbecue 
on May 21st.  He is encouraging councilmember’s to attend. Drive-in movies are 
scheduled for May 6th & 7th. Bingo night is scheduled for March 4th.  

 
Consent Calendar 
 Payroll for pay period ending February 15, 2005 for pay date February 18, 2005 in 

the amount of $154,429.64 
 
 Approval: Claims for period ending March 1, 2005 in the amount of $688,072.73 for 

Check No. 12157 through Check No. 12239 
 
 Approval: Minutes for February 15, 2005 Regular Council Meeting 
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 Approval: Notes for February 22, 2005 Study Session 
 
 Purchase: Capital Equipment 
 
 Contract Renewal: Custodial Services 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to approve the consent calendar. Councilmember 
Fellinge seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
New Business  
 
Parks Landscaping Services Contract: 
Jeff Watling handed out a revised contract to include Pine Lake Park. The amount of the contract 
did not change.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Barry moved to approve Parks Landscaping Services Contract with 
Northwestern Landscape Co. in an amount not to exceed $43,000.00 Deputy Mayor Petitti 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hardship Exemption: Alford (SE 19th Street and 248th Avenue SE) 
Community Development Director Bob Horne gave the staff report. This request is for 28 lots on 
6 acres, zoned R-6. The property is surrounded by two highly developed properties with public 
streets on three sides.  
 
Art Whittelsy, 9240 NE 37th Place, He represented Mr. Alford. The hardship is being requested 
for health reasons.  His wife recently passed away and he is going to move into an assisted living 
arrangement.  
 
The City Manager requested the Alford’s voluntarily agree to make frontage improvements on 
the West and North side of the road and for this to be a condition of the subdivision, upon 
granting of the hardship. 
 
Jim Tosti, consultant to the developer explained that the applicants would be agreeable to those 
conditions. 
 
Councilmember Fellinge would like the upcoming tree ordinance be applied to this hardship. It 
was further explained that the ordinance would take affect five days from tonight if it passes. The 
tree ordinance would already be in effect when the application is submitted. 
 
Mr. Tosti requested the hardship be granted subject to certain conditions. 
 
Councilmember Huckabay has concerns about public road standards and the narrow roads. 
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MOTION: Councilmember Petitti moved to approve the Alford hardship, with the condition 
that the developers work with the City to build the road to the West and possibly the road on the 
North side of the property to neighborhood collector standards, at the developer’s cost and be 
included in our Transportation Improvement Plan. Councilmember Fellinge seconded. Motion 
failed 3-3 with Councilmembers Cross and Huckabay and Mayor Gerend dissenting. 
 
Councilmember Cross has concerns with granting the hardship. He would like to have more 
discussion on building 248th Street and growth metering before granting this hardship. 
 
Councilmember Barry believes that Mr. Alford’s situation is a hardship and will be voting in 
favor of the request. 
 
Councilmember Fellinge will be voting in favor of the hardship. Each request is based upon a 
unique set of circumstances and does not set a precedent for other requests. He believes Mr. 
Alford’s request is a hardship. 
 
Councilmember Huckabay does not believe the City is preventing the owner from selling his 
property. She does not believe this is a hardship and will not be voting in favor of the request. 
 
Mayor Gerend would like to see more process and better discussion with the developer on the 
roads and the City’s transportation plan. Mayor Gerend will be voting against the request.  
 
Public Hearing:  
  
Public Hearing/Second Reading of an Ordinance Granting The Issaquah School District, A 
Public School District, The Right, Privilege, Authority And Franchise To Construct, 
Maintain, Repair, Replace, And Operate Upon, Over, Under, Along And Across The 
Franchise Area For Purposes Of A Fiber Optic Network. 
 
Public Works Director, Delora Kerber gave the staff report. This franchise would allow the 
Issaquah School District to bring all of their schools on line for internet connection.  
 
MOTION: Mayor Gerend moved to approve a franchise agreement with Issaquah School 
District for use of right of way to run fiber optic cable. Councilmember Whitten seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously 6-0 (O2005-173). 

 
Public Hearing Second Reading Ordinance Amending Section 21a.25.080 Of The 
Sammamish Municipal Code Regarding Density Calculations Subtracting Certain 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas And Streets From The Allowed Maximum Density 
Calculation While Allowing For A Density Incentive For Tree Retention  
 
Deputy Director Community Development, Susan Cezar gave the staff report. A stakeholders 
meeting was held after the first reading and public hearing for this ordinance. There were no 
suggested changes made since the first reading. Planning commission unanimously 
recommended approval. Staff recommendation is to adopt the ordinance. 
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Public Comment: 
 
Duana Kolouskova 1500 114th Avenue SE Suite #102 Bellevue, WA   
She represents Master Builders, CamWest, John Buchan, William Buchan, Lozier Homes, 
Pacific Properties, Conner Homes and Windward Development. She feels the net density 
ordinance as proposed is applied across the board without looking at individual sensitive areas 
and best available science. She encourages Council to re-visit this ordinance. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Cross moved to approve the ordinance. Deputy Mayor Petitti 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. (O2005-174) 
 
Councilmember Cross explained that Growth Management Hearings Board has upheld previous 
net density ordinances.  Councilmember Cross recommends adopting the ordinance.  
 
Public Hearing:  
 
Public Hearing Second Reading of an Ordinance: Amending Chapters 16.15, 21a.35.15 
And 21a.35.35 Of The Sammamish Municipal Code Pertaining To Tree Retention And 
Landscaping For Subdivisions, Undeveloped Property, And Commercial Development, 
Including Tree Retention Standards, Tree Retention Incentives, Tree Protection Standards, 
And Enforcement Provisions, Revised Landscaping Requirements For Drainage Facilities, 
And Landscaping Standards 
 
City Manager Yazici explained the stakeholder meetings that were held with to consider this 
ordinance.  
 
Mr. Bob Horne gave the staff report. On February 9, 2005 a stakeholder meeting was held and 
two recommended changes were made to the planning commission draft ordinance. A summary 
of changes and staff responses was included in the packet as exhibit “D”.  Type 1 screening 
around the perimeter of a detention facility is not required when a drainage facility abuts open 
space and/or sensitive areas and is not visible from a public or private street. The second change 
allows up to a fifty percent credit for trees that are retained in a sensitive area.  A third item came 
from the informational meeting that was related to the retention standards. A twenty-five or 
thirty percent retention standard should apply to existing homes. This was determined a 
substantive change and staff does not recommend approval. This proposal will be considered as 
part of the Critical Areas Ordinance Update.  
 
Mayor Don Gerend requested clarification on the recommended change for Type 1 screening.  
He wanted to know if the purpose of Type 1 screening around the perimeter of a detention 
facility is not required when a drainage facility abuts open space and/or sensitive areas and is not 
visible from a public or private street was to screen the detention facilities from the public. 
Community Development Director Bob Horne agreed that it was the intent of the code language. 
 
Councilmember Cross recommended adopting the ordinance as drafted without any changes.  
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Councilmember Huckabay requested to add the word designated open space to the code 
language.  
 
Public Comment: 
 
Duana Kolouskava: She would like to see the tree retention requirements applied to existing lots 
as well as proposed subdivisions, clarification language to the landscaping of drainage facilities 
be addressed, 100 % credit be given to tree retention in sensitive areas and buffers and trees that 
need to be removed in rights of way and detention facilities should not be counted towards the 
25% and 30%. 
  
Mike Miller 14410 Bel-Red Road  
Encouraged the City to use the same process on future updates to the code and continue to hold 
informational meetings. Mr. Miller felt it should be left to the developer to decide how to 
landscape and buffer a detention facility. He recommended the following language to the 
proposed ordinance, with regard to Type 1 landscaping, “except where detention facilities 
directly abut public right of way or public access.”  
 
There was general discussion about the definition of public right of way and public access.  
 
Scott Hamilton  
He suggested that most trees in wetlands are scruffy and not attractive. Would not recommend 
those types of trees be credited.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to approve the ordinance amending Sections 
16.15, 21A.35.15 and 21A.35.35 Deputy Mayor Petitti seconded.  
 
AMENDMENT:   Deputy Mayor Petitti moved to amend the ordinance by changing subsection 
(3) of 21A.35.055 to read “except where detention facilities directly abut public right of way or 
public access.” Councilmember Fellinge seconded.  
 
Councilmember Barry concurs with the Deputy Mayor’s recommendation.  
 
Councilmember Huckabay had concerns with Mr. Miller’s amended code language. She 
recommends the city code language provided in the packet.  
 
Councilmember Cross would prefer to study the proposed changes rather than vote on the 
amended language that was provided by Mr. Miller. He wants to see landscaping around the 
detention facilities where it does not abut an open space tract. 
 
Mayor Gerend has concerns about leaving the landscaping requirements to the developer. He 
will be offering another amendment.  
 
Deputy Mayor Petitti withdraws her amendment.  
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AMENDMENT: Mayor Gerend moved to amend the ordinance by changing subsection (3) of 
21A.35.055 to read “Ten feet of Type 1 landscaping consisting of 100 percent evergreen trees 
and shrubs shall be required for that portion of the perimeter of detention facilities where 
detention facilities directly abut public right of way, public access or can be seen from a public 
or private street. Councilmember Barry seconded. Amendment carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Councilmember Cross discussed what percentage of trees should be retained. He addressed the 
code language offered by Mike Miller and Duana Kolouskova.  
 
MAIN MOTION: Main motion carried as amended unanimously 6-0. (O2005-175) 
 
City Manager Report 
Issaquah School District Bond & Levy Scoping Committee would like to Council to designate a 
representative to serve on the committee. The following councilmember’s were offered 
Councilmember Barry, Whitten, Mayor Gerend, Deputy Mayor Petitti, or Councilmember 
Huckabay.  
 
Councilmember Whitten was nominated. The second choice is Deputy Mayor Michele Petitti or 
Mayor Don Gerend.  
  
Mr. Yazici gave an update on the following topics: SR202 road widening project, Citizen 
Advisory Committee, Technical Advisory Committee and Eastlake ballfields project.  
 
Councilmember Huckabay requested an update on the roundabout project.  
 
Mr. Yazici told Councilmember Huckabay that the City would have an update on the roundabout 
project at one of the upcoming study sessions.  
 
Adjourned to executive session 9:10 pm.  
 
Executive session ended at 9:50 pm. No action was taken. 
 
Mayor Gerend adjourned the meeting at 9:51 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Stacy Herman, Administrative Assistant    Don Gerend, Mayor 


