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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Special Meeting/Study Session 

November 9, 2004 
 

Mayor Kathleen Huckabay called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 
6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Kathleen Huckabay, Deputy Mayor Don Gerend, 
Councilmembers Jack Barry, Mark Cross, Lee Fellinge, Michele Petitti and Nancy Whitten (6:35 
pm). 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Assistant City Manager Pete Butkus, Interim Director 
Community Development Susan Cezar, Director of Administrative Services Mike Sauerwein, 
Parks & Recreation Director Jeff Watling, City Attorney Bruce Disend, and City Clerk Melonie 
Anderson. 
 
Roll Call/Pledge 
 
Roll was called. Planning Commissioner Bob Keller led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Gerend  moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Cross 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Public Comment  
 
Bente Pasko, 22109 NE 21st Place, She does not think that putting ball fields at Section 36 would 
create a conflict for parents. There is little chance that children in the same family would be 
playing in different leagues. 
 
Public Hearing (continued from November 2, 2004) 
 
Mayor Huckabay opened the continued public hearing at 6:40 pm. 
 
 Interim Community Development Director Susan Cezar gave the staff report. This is the 
continued public hearing on these amendments. The amendments have gone through an 
extensive public process and were recommend unanimously to the Council by the Planning 
Commission. She also addressed a letter that had been circulating around the city claiming that 
these amendments would enable the City or other agency to make unauthorized use of existing 
corridors. Ms. Cezar explained that these amendments do not affect the process through which 
property is acquired. 
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Public Comment 
 
Linda Vicik, 1203 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE, The reason the city incorporated was 
because of King County’s failed stewardship. Decisions were made by people in Seattle who 
were not familiar with Sammamish. These hearings allow us to keep this in mind. We are 
looking at changes in the code and it is very important that they be precisely worded and 
accurate. To this end the Council should direct the Planning Commission to reconsider the 
wording of these amendments 

Bob Hamilton for Ron Haworth, 24520 SE 24th Street, He read a letter from the Haworths that 
was submitted into the record as Exhibit 30. He believes the proposed code changes will relax 
environmental standards 

Ed Anderson 25049 NE Fall City Road, Redmond, He feels that environmentally sensitive areas 
should be protected from trails. He owns 13 acres and cannot use his property for other uses. 
Council should take into consideration all the money that King County has spent getting a trail 
built along East Lake Sammamish. He questioned if Sammamish residents are required to adhere 
to the King County regulations for keeping livestock.   

Reid Brockway, 167 E. Lake Sammamish Shore Lane, He has submitted comments to the 
Planning Commission but no changes to the amendments were made. He feels the code 
amendments are not restrictive enough and do not provide hard standards but leave it up to the 
decision of the Planning Department. (submitted written comments listed as Exhibit 31). 

Irine Voldovsky, 2214 245th Avenue, She came from Europe during a time when Europe looked 
to the United States for leadership. In Europe, these kinds of trails are not allowed. The trails will 
ruin the last shelter left for wild animal. 

Peter Eglick, of Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, law firm representing ELSCA, He is the attorney 
that filed an appeal against the issuance of the PAUE for King County for the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail. The impetus for these amendments is to make the East Lake Sammamish 
Trail go through. The City and County have already demonstrated that they did not do due 
diligence on the Eastlake Sammamish Trail. He does not make these comments because he is 
paid to but has been a life long environmentalist. (Submitted written comments listed as Exhibit 
32). 
 
Hank Klein, 643 Eastlake Sammamish NE, He thinks the city should use the same public process 
that was used for Ebright Creek when determining placement of the East Lake Sammamish Trail. 
He does not believe that building a trail along the rail bed would protect the environment. He 
feels the city has not considered the concerns of the residents. The Council should not change the 
rules for desired outcomes. He urged Council to consider the environmental health of Lake 
Sammamish. 
 
Jay Crockett, 623 East Lake Sammamish Parkway NE, He presented pictures showing water 
damage in the area around the proposed trail (Submitted photos Exhibit #34). 
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Mike Rundle, 2470 196th Avenue SE, He believes these amendments eliminate protection for 
sensitive areas. Sammamish should be setting the tone and holding public agencies to the same 
restrictions that other citizens would be held to. Trails should not be created at the expense of the 
environment. A code solution should be developed that would allow both. These amendments 
should be reviewed again by the Planning Commission. 
 
Scott Hamilton 19727 SE 19, He spoke in support of the ordinance. These amendments are not 
just about the East Lake Sammamish trail.  They will allow the city to build trails and sidewalks 
along streets where there are safety issues and sight distance problems. Trails can be built 
through wetland buffers and not adversely affect them. He urges adoption of these amendments.  
 
Gary Smith, 5011 East Lake Sammamish Parkway NE, He is very concerned about these 
amendments. He thinks the Council should reconsider them. He has watched Redmond violate 
environmental laws in the construction of their areas of the East Lake Sammamish Trail. About 
35% of the water in Lake Sammamish is designated as polluted. These amendments will add to 
the pollution of the lake by undermining wetlands. Sammamish should lead by example and not 
let political considerations prevent them from doing the right thing.(Provided written comment 
Exhibit #33) 
 
Bente Pasko 22109 NE 21st Way, Spoke on behalf of her husband Bob Pasko. Urged everyone to 
go to the shoreline hearings board meeting to speak against a new development going in. The 
amendments only encourage that access to trails be provided. This is very weak wording. She 
suggested the following change: “Unless the trail corridor is identified as an “identified corridor” 
of the Trails, Bikeways and Paths plan, the City has the option to require public access. The 
amendments should require pervious surface materials for trails. Permitted alterations should 
directly list an Environmental Impact Statement as the document to be used in making a 
determination. 
  
Bob Hamilton, 3931 East Lake Sammamish Parkway NE, He lives adjacent to the proposed East 
Lake Sammamish Trail and the city-owned property on the lake. He is concerned that the 
proposed amendments will not protect the shoreline. (Submitted written comments Exhibit #35) 
 
Susan Brockway, 167 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane NE, She is concerned that these 
amendments represent a double standard. It is not right to exempt public agencies from following 
the same requirements that would be required of residents. 
 
Ray Spencer 24139 NE 1st Place, Believes the wording of the codes changes are not clear. Even 
professionals in the area cannot understand what they mean. He brought up these problems with 
the Planning Commission, but they ignored his issues so they could meet the Council deadline 
for approving these amendments. Council deadlines should not be dictating environmental 
policies. He does not believe the city-wide survey shows that Sammamish residents even want 
trails. He believes these amendments are being driven by outside political influences. 
 
Carol Eychaner Land Use Planner, She has great experience crafting environmental ordinances. 
She submitted detailed written comments. She has seven issues with the code. (submitted written 
comments Exhibit #36) 
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Jim McGraw 1525 248th Avenue SE, He spoke in favor of the amendments.  He thinks these 
amendments will allow the city some flexibility in building of trails while protecting the 
environment at the same time.  
 
Reid Brown 3139 East Lake Sammamish Shore Lane SE, He thinks these amendments will have 
far reaching effects and there has not been sufficient visibility for public comment. The rules 
should not be changed in the middle of the process of building the East Lake Sammamish Trail. 
If these amendments are approved the Trail should be exempt and should be completed under the 
original King County regulations. (Submitted written comment Exhibit #36) 
 
Tom Harsh 1841 East Lake Sammamish NE, He has worked with the development community 
for 30 years. People must have trust in the government. Changing the rules for public agencies 
and enforcing them for the developers is not right. He feels the ELS trail is being rushed.   
 
David Boyles 2005 East Lake Sammamish Place, He is concerned about the general water 
quality of Lake Sammamish and the runoff from upland property that is ruining the lake. The 
lake is being overburdened now and the trail would just add to the problem.  
 
Hank Waggoner 1919 East Lake Sammamish Place SE, He thinks the process has been too fast 
and that notice of the hearing was not adequate. The process for adoption of these amendments 
should be slowed down. These amendments would be lowering the city standards. The city 
should err on the side of the needs of the citizens. He recommended sending these amendments 
back to the planning commission 
 
Jay Boitano 1427 Eastlake Sammamish Parkway, He is a builder in the area. He believes these 
amendments are sidestepping the environmental codes. He hopes that the Council will consider 
the public comment in making their decisions. 
 
Amono Resse 3129 East Lake Shore Lane SE, He has lived on the lake front for 37 years. He 
was promised mitigation for problems caused by the trail. So far, nothing has been done. People 
are constantly trespassing on his property. It will be much worse when the trail is completed. He 
thinks that Council has the obligation to protect the safety and privacy of residents. 
 
Ms. Cezar outlined the public process the city has gone through for these code amendments. This 
hearing was noticed 30 days prior to the date and was posted on the city website. 
 
Councilmember Cross asked several questions. He explained that the City does have the 
responsibility to protect the environment as well as to provide amenities that serve the overall 
community. He has not heard of any specific recommendations on how large the wetland buffers 
should be but feels the Council should continue to work on this issue. He requested people give 
Council specific language that should be included in the code.   
 
Mayor Huckabay closed the Public Hearing at 7:55 pm. 
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Mayor Huckabay explained the Council will spend next week considering the comments they 
have received during the public hearings and will have the second reading of the amendments 
next week. 
 
Council recessed at 7:55 pm and resumed at 8:10 pm. 
 
City Manager Report 
 
Sammamish Commons Open House 
 Mr. Yazici asked the Councilmembers to share their comments on the City Hall Open 
House that was held last week. Councilmember Fellinge felt that most people were supportive of 
the City Hall design. The staff provided a very thorough understanding of the process. 
Councilmember Petitti reported some people expressed concern about the lack of access from SE 
4th. She said most people were happy with the LEED certification. Councilmember Cross said 
interest was very high as to what other uses could be made of the site, such as a library, 
community center, etc. There were still some complaints about the design of the building. The 
aerial photos of the site should be put on website. Mayor Huckabay said the staff did a great job 
of putting on the open house. Deputy Mayor Gerend said that some people would like the open 
space to remain open space. He reported mostly favorable responses. The open house was very 
well set up. There was concern about noise at the amphitheatre. Mr. Yazici explained that the 
application has been submitted and a decision should be issued within a week. He will meet with 
a storm drainage expert to see if there is more that can be done regarding the drainage system 
than has already been done. 
 
 
v Open Study Session  8:25 pm 

 
 

1) Special Study Area Update 
 
 
v Close Study Session  9:05 pm 

 
Executive Session – Potential litigation pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1) (i). 
 
Council retired to Executive Session at 9:05 pm and returned at 10:00 pm. No action was taken. 
 
 
Mayor Huckabay adjourned the meeting at 10:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk     Kathleen Huckabay, Mayor 


