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STUDY SESSION NOTES 

Study Session 
October 12, 2004 

 
• Study Session opened at 7:35 pm  
 
Councilmembers & Commissioners in Attendance: Mayor Kathleen Huckabay, Deputy 
Mayor Don Gerend, Councilmembers Michele Petitti, Nancy Whitten, Lee Fellinge. Planning 
Commissioners Bob Keller, Bob Conger, Stuart Carson, Parks & Recreation Commissioners 
John Rossi, Chris Leyerle, Patrick Schlight and Tom Schloetter. 
 
Staff present: City Manager Ben Yazici, Assistant City Manager Pete Butkus, Director of 
Public Works Director Delora Kerber, Director of Administrative Services Mike Sauerwein, 
Interim Community Development Director Susan Cezar, Director of Parks and Recreation Jeff 
Watling, and City Clerk Melonie Anderson. 
 
Topics 
 
Wireless Master Plan 
 City consultant, Cityscape gave a presentation on the history of wireless services and 
answered questions regarding the development of a wireless master plan in Sammamish. They 
gave each Commissioner and Councilmember a questionnaire to fill out and return. This 
information will be used to develop the Master Plan. (A complete copy of the presentation and 
the questionnaire is available upon request)  
 
Trails and Sensitive Areas Code Amendments 

On September 23 and October 7, 2004 the Planning Commission held public hearings on 
the proposed amendments to the Sammamish Municipal Code concerning trails and sensitive 
areas. All submitted written comments are posted on the City website. The amendments have 
been tested on two theoretical (Beta) projects. These results are posted on the web. The Planning 
Commission will deliberate and make a recommendation to the City Council on October 21. The 
City Council will hold a public hearing and a first reading of the ordinance on November 2. The 
Planning Commissioners present at this meeting discussed the issues they are having trouble 
with regarding this ordinance. Of primarily concern is the preference given to development in 
pre existing rights of way.  
 
Ebright Creek Park Master Plan 

Direction from Council on the preferred concept for development of the park will allow 
progress on issuing the SEPA and approving the Master Plan in December. This schedule would 
allow for design during the winter months, allowing for construction to begin in the spring. 
There are basically three competing values: tree retention, an off-lease dog area, and locating the 
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historic Reard Freed home on the site. The Parks & Recreation Commission recommends Option 
A with the exclusion of the dog run. They do not recommend locating the Freed House in the 
Park. Deputy Mayor Gerend opposes the dog run and locating the Freed House at the park. He 
prefers a sports court over tennis courts. Councilmember Petitti supports the dog run, locating the 
Freed House in the park, a sports court and the smaller sports field area. Mayor Huckabay 
supports the sports court and suggested moving the play area so there is more room for active 
sports. She also suggested locating a restroom closer to the road. She opposes locating the Freed 
House in the park and the dog run. Councilmember Whitten opposed the off lease dog area and 
she wants tennis courts. She could go either way on Freed House location and asked for 
something for toddlers to ride bikes on and to minimize tree removal. Councilmember Fellinge 
opposes the dog run and locating the Freed house on the property. He does support a sports court 
and the larger grassy area. 
 
Staff will continue to refine the master plan to include the following elements: a sports court, no 
off-lease dog park, omit the Freed House and present some options on the size of the sports 
meadow. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Ilene Stahl, (no address given), She applauded the process for developing the Ebright Creek 
Master Plan. She also advocated setting aside future areas for passive parks as well as active.  
 
Mary Doerrer,(no address given) She thanked the staff and park commission for all the time they 
have put in to developing this park. She felt that the neighbors were concerned with what was 
best for the future. She does think that the Freed House should still be included in the park. The 
toddler area should remain by the active play field.  She also believes that the Councilmembers 
who were absent from the meeting be given a chance to give their input before moving on with 
the design. 
 

 
Study Session ended at 10:35 pm. 
 
 
 


