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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Special Meeting/Study Session 

May 18, 2004 
 

Mayor Kathleen Huckabay called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 
6:50pm 
 
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Kathleen Huckabay, Deputy Mayor Don Gerend, 
Councilmembers Jack Barry, Mark Cross, Lee Fellinge, Michele Petitti and Nancy Whitten. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Assistant City Manager Pete Butkus, Director of 
Community Development Ray Gilmore, Public Works Director Delora Kerber, Director of Parks 
& Recreation Jeff Watling, Police Chief Richard Baranzini, Communications Manager Tim 
Larson, City Attorney Bruce Disend and City Clerk Melonie Anderson. 
 
Roll Call/Pledge 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Cross led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Petitti moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Gerend seconded the motion. 
Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Executive Session - Potential Litigation pursuant to RCW42.30.110(1)(i) 
 
6:55 to 7:20pm 
 
The meeting resumed at 7:20 pm. 
 
Mayor/Council/Committee Reports 
 

• Public Safety Committee (Councilmember Fellinge): No Report 
• Roundtable Report (Barry): Councilmember Barry gave some sample questions and 

asked for input from the rest of the Council. The Roundtable will be next Wednesday. 
He asked the Council to consider the questions and decide on which ones to use at the 
end of the meeting 

• Finance Committee (Councilmember Gerend): Councilmember Petitti and he 
attended an affordable housing meeting in Kirkland. The average commute time for 
Sammamish is 30 minutes. Only 20% of the trips are commute trips. This is an issue 
that should be considered when considering transportation projects in the future. 
Attended an Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP) meeting last week and a 
subcommittee meeting this week. ETP supports taking the $12 billion project list to 
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the voters in the fall. An article in the paper stated that Sammamish has the lowest 
crime rate in the county 

• Community Development Committee (Councilmember Cross): Attended a meeting 
regarding building community centers. He handed out a sample plan from another 
city. 

• Public Works Committee (Councilmember Petitti):The Committee met tonight. 
Topics discussed were (1) Pine Lake Middle School pedestrian crossing. (2) 
Issaquah- Pine Lake road extension regarding installing an above or below ground 
vault. The extra cost would be around $400,000. (3) A few punchlist items are left on 
228th. (4) Discussed scoping and design of Eastlake Sammamish Parkway. In 
thinking long-term, alternative transportation methods need to be developed; buses, 
carpooling. (5) Discussed prioritization of sidewalk projects that have been suggested 
to the Public works staff. (6) Issaquah Pine Lake Roundabout is moving along fast. 
The bid for construction will be opened on June 3. Attended a conference on 
transportation and climate change.  

• Legislative Committee (Mayor Huckabay):No Report 
• Parks, Open Space & Natural Resources Committee (Councilmember Whitten): She 

will attend two meetings regarding the Urban Growth Boundary. She suggested that 
the city might be able to incorporate surrounding areas with available park property.  

• Skyline High School Student Liaison: No Report 
• Eastlake High School Student Liaison: No Report 
• Mayor Report: Attended Meeting of Mayors in the 8th District with Jennifer Dunn. 

Mayor Huckabay requested that action be taken to get a Post Office in Sammamish. 
With Council agreement she will begin meeting with officials. Attended the King 
County Mayors Meeting. Property tax level was a major discussion point as well as 
the gambling laws. They discussed a smoking ban in public facilities. Some cities 
were in favor and some were not. The streamline sales tax issue was also discussed. It 
will be a topic at the Association of Washington Cities meeting next week. The group 
also discussed municipal courts. Several eastside cities would like to band together to 
form a municipal court but before they can do this the laws must be changed to allow 
a city to have a municipal court outside their city limits. She met with the 
Sammamish State Park Commission.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: - None 
 
 
Consent Calendar 
Payroll For Pay Period Ending April 30, 2004 For Pay Date May 5, 2004 In The Amount Of 
$141,585.53. 
Claims For Period Ending May 18, 2004 In The Amount Of $668,610.44 For Check No. 10124 
Through Check No. 10224. 
Approval: Study Session Notes For The March 30, 2004 Study Session 
Approval: City Manager To Hire Above Mid Range 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Fellinge moved to approve the consent calendar. Councilmember 
Cross seconded. Motion passed unanimously 7-0. 
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Unfinished Business - None 
 
New Business 
 
Hardship Exception: Poston 
Deputy Director of Community Development Susan Cezar gave the staff report. The request is 
for a 26-lot subdivision. Their reason for the request is based on economic hardship. 
Representative for the Postons and the Dailys, Robert Parnel was present to answer questions. He 
lives at 4422 187th Place SE Issaquah. He helped the applicants short plat this piece of property 
in the past. However, they do not have the resources to develop the short plat. Allowing the 
development of this plat would also improve the road leading to Christa McAuliffe elementary 
school. These requests are linked and Council could consider both together. 
 
Bill Preston,13212 178th Avenue NE, Real Estate Agent, explained some right of way issues on 
the property. 
 
Councilmember Cross said that this property has been in development for many years and has 
faced many difficulties with both the county and the city. He wondered why they would purchase 
more property. 
 
Councilmember Whitten questioned how this development would be able to pass concurrency. 
Mr. Parnell said they are hoping to get started on the traffic analysis now to able to put in 
application in a timely manner.  
 
Motion: Deputy Mayor Gerend moved to approve the hardship request. Councilmember 
Petitti seconded.  Motion failed unanimously 0-7. 
 
Councilmember Fellinge asked if there have been any similar requests in the past for a 
development this large and how were they were dealt with in the past. Ms. Cezar said there have 
been similar size plats but she is not sure the disposition of the cases. 
 
Councilmember Cross asked staff for a timeline on how long the moratorium may remain in 
place? City Manager Yazici explained that the Planning Commission is working on the metering 
issue. This issue will require extensive public process and he recommends that the moratorium 
should be extended after August. 
 
Deputy Mayor Gerend will vote against this request because there is no problem with water 
certificates.  
 
Councilmember Whitten says that approving this request would be treating people differently 
and she does not feel this is a hardship and they should have to wait until the moratorium is 
lifted. 
 
Councilmember Cross is sympathetic that the moratorium has been in place too long. He does 
feel that it would not help them to approve the hardship if they just run into the concurrency 
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problem. When both barriers come down, then the property owners should proceed with the plat. 
For this reason he will vote no. 
 
Councilme mber Petitti agreed with Deputy Mayor Gerend that this request should not be 
approved so that council will remain consistent in only approving exceptions based on the 
expirations of water certificates 
 
 
Hardship Exception: Daily 
This request is for a six lot subdivision on 1.3 acres that is zoned R-4. The property is in 
Northeast Sammamish Water and Sewer District. Mr. Parnell gave the background on this 
hardship as well. This lot will facilitate the development of the first request. The applicant has 
improved the road. 
 
Tom Daily, 23627 NE 22nd Street. He sold this property to LaVerne Poston several years ago 
contingent on the development of the property. All of the surrounding property has been 
developed. He does not get his money on this property until it can be developed. The high fees 
required to develop this property makes is unfeasible to develop only two lots. 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Gerend moved to approve the exemption. There was no second, 
motion died. 
 
Interlocal: Joint Facilities Use/Lake Washington School District 
 Because Lake Washington School District has not yet approved the interlocal the item is 
being tabled to the next meeting. 
 
Contract: Issaquah Pine Lake Road Extension Right of Way Acquisition/Lane & 
Associates  
 Senior Transportation Engineer Jeff Braun gave the staff report. Deputy Mayor Gerend 
excused himself to avoid appearance of conflict of interest. Acquisition of real estate is necessary 
to continue the final design of the extension. There are three acquisitions needed and several 
right-of-ways. Staff is recommending the Council authorize the City Manager to sign the 
contract not to exceed $24,560. 
 
Councilmember Whitten expressed concerned with the lake side right of ways when we don’t 
know what the design will be. Mr. Braun explained that the drainage issues cannot be examined 
until the right-of-ways are purchased, allowing the design to continue.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Petitti to authorize the City Manager to enter into the agreement 
with Lane and Associated in an amount not to exceed $24,560. Councilmember Cross second. 
Motion carried 5-1 with Councilmember Whitten dissenting. 
 
Deputy Mayor Gerend returned to the chamber. 
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Authorization: Additional Resources For Community Development Department And 
Public Works 
 
 Mr. Yazici gave the staff report. This is a follow-up to previous discussions regarding 
Council goals and staff work load. The intent is to bring on a temporary planner to work with the 
urban growth requirements and manage several code amendments. One professional person with 
an engineering background will be hired to assist in franchise agreements that must be renewed 
as well as the wireless facilities master plan. This person will also prioritize the non-motorized 
transportation projects that have been requested by the public. This request for funds will not 
exceed $70,000. 
 
Councilmember Cross said it was very important to get these tasks be taken care of so that the 
city can move quickly.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Whitten to approve.  Councilmember Cross seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously 7-0.   
 
City Manager Report 
 
Mr. Yazici said that the city is now ready to begin televising council meetings if the Council 
desires it. The cost would be $580 per meeting. The money is in the budget.  
 
Councilmember Whitten expressed concern over the cost when the city is short of money for 
other more important projects.  
 
The other Councilmembers were in favor of televising the meetings. Councilmember Cross 
recommended that a analysis of the project should be done at year end to see if it is productive. 
 
Community Development Director Ray Gilmore explained the monthly building permit report. 
The report shows permits issued and applications received. There is a breakdown of the types of 
permits that are applied for and those granted. There is also a comparison between this year and 
last year including the number of reports and fees generated. Individual land use applications are 
not presently included in this report. 
 
Mr. Yazici introduced student intern Bryan Case He will be working on the analysis of police 
services. 
 
In order to achieve the objective of increasing trees in the City Hall buffer areas Mr. Yazici 
suggested two alternatives: (1) Increase the contract or (2) Ask volunteers to plant the trees. 
Council approved option 2. 
 
Staff is working on an agreement with Issaquah School District for overflow parking during the 
summer concert series. This agreement eliminated the need to cut additional trees in Pine Lake 
Park. 
 
Adjournment – Mayor Huckabay adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm 
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Council recessed from 9:05 to 9:10 pm. 
 
City Manager Report 
 
 
Open Study Session 9:10pm 
 
Park Projects Prioritization/Comprehensive Plan 
 
Council was presented with a list of park projects for the next eight years and staff asked them to 
prioritize them in order of importance. Ball fields in conjunction with schools were the top 
priority along with projects that are already in process. 
 
The Parks Commission will study the priority list and get back to council regarding funding and 
staff resources. 
 
Council discussed the questions and processes for the Roundtable next week. 
 
 
Close Study Session 10:50 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk     Kathleen Huckabay, Mayor 


