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STUDY SESSION NOTES 

Study Session 
Joint Meeting/Parks & Recreation Commission 

March 23, 2004 
 

• Study Session opened at 7:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Kathleen Huckabay, Deputy Mayor Don Gerend, 
Councilmember’s Michele Petitti, Jack Barry, Nancy Whitten, Mark Cross and Lee Fellinge. 
Parks Commissioners: John Rossi, Tom Schloetter, Joyce McCallum, Paul Broeder, Cornell 
Amaya, Lynn Renn.  
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Director of Parks & Recreation Jeff Watling, Finance 
Director Lyman Howard, Parks Planner Hope Gibson, City Attorney Bruce Disend. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mary Doerrer, 1224 212th Avenue SE, She is feeling a sense of failure after attending last night’s 
Parks & Recreation Commission meeting. She feels that everything they have learned regarding 
Ebright Creek Park has not been transmitted to the Commission. She does not feel that a three 
minute time limit for public comment is enough time to communicate all the information they 
have.  They are not interested in developing a park for their own personal use. They want a park 
that will protect the environment and the neighbors.  
 
Ilene Stahl, 21553 SE 28th Lane, She has spent time and money trying to preserve Ebright Creek. 
Maintaining the natural land surrounding the creek is necessary to maintain its health and protect 
the salmon. She encouraged the Council to develop the park as a quiet natural area. 
 
Marianne Wilkins, 20917 SE 12th Street, She also attended last night’s Parks Commission 
meeting. The discussion regarding Ebright Creek disturbed her. She exhibited a map of the park 
property showing that very little of it can be used for park purposes. Creating a park in this 
location will endanger the creek.  She doesn’t think that a ball field could legally be built on the 
site. 
 
Dan DeFranco, 20930 SE 14th Place, He passed out a list of suggested uses for Ebright Creek 
Park and which user groups would be served by the park. He feels that the need for more ball 
fields is short term. Some of the suggestions include stargazing, walking, etc. as alternatives to a 
ball field. He believes Section 36 is a more viable area for ball fields. 
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Mark McGill, 21553 SE 28th Lane, He is for ball fields but he is against having them at Ebright 
Creek Park.  
 
Mayor Huckabay suggested switching the trails and bikeways to the bottom of the agenda and 
moving the Park Process to the top. 
 
 
Topics 
 
Ø Draft Master Plan Model/Ebright Creek Park 

 
A discussion ensued about how parks are classified, which in turn will dictate the public 
process that is used. Parks & Recreation Director Jeff Watling explained the process. 

 
Ø Potential Park Bond Measure 

 
Finance Director Lyman Howard gave an overview of  a park bond as a way to raise 
funds for park projects.   
 

Ø Trails, Bikeways & Paths – Update 
 
Mr. Watling gave the update on the Trails, Bikeways & Paths master plan. The 
Commission will begin to start prioritizing projects and working with Public Works 
Department to identify other key components of the plan.  
 

• Public Comment: none 
 
Executive Session 
 
Council retired to Executive Session at 9:30 pm and returned at 9:50 pm. No action was taken. 
  
 
 
Study Session ended at 9:50 pm. 
 


