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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting/Study Session 

December 2, 2003 
 

Mayor Kenneth J. Kilroy called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 
7:0 00 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Kenneth J. Kilroy, Deputy Mayor Ron Haworth (left at 7:45 
pm), Councilmembers Jack Barry, Don Gerend, Kathleen Huckabay and Michele Petitti. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Director of Administrative Services/Assistant City 
manager Pete Butkus, Director of Community Development Ray Gilmore, City Engineer Delora 
Kerber, Parks and Recreation Manager Jeff Watling, City Attorney Bruce Disend and City Clerk 
Melonie Anderson. 
 
Roll Call/Pledge 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Gerend led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Gerend moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Huckabay 
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
MAYOR/COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

• Public Safety Committee (Councilmember Gerend): No Report 
• Finance Committee (Councilmember Barry): No Report 
• Community Development Committee (Councilmember Huckabay): The Community 

Development Committee met tonight. They discussed concurrency. The committee 
would like additional information such as the number of available lots in the city as 
well as samples from other cities regarding concurrency ordinances. (2) 180 units will 
be affected by the proposed SO-)180 and SO-190 downzoning. The Committee 
recommends this item be turned over to the Planning Commission for consideration 
and recommendation to the Council. (3) The special study area included in the new 
zoning map should amended based on information gathered from a  public process 
has.. 

• Public Works Committee (Councilmember Petitti): Councilmembers Petitti, Gerend 
and Huckabay attended a conference on transportation. There was a discussion 
regarding High Occupancy Toll Lanes (HOT Lanes) and their applicability to this 
area. Another highlight was a presentation by Microsoft on technology that will be 
available for your vehicle in the future. Public Works Committee met tonight. They 
discussed the following: (1) Changes to the Public Works Standards regarding 
frontage improvements required for short plats. (2) A fence will be installed soon 
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around the retention pond on SE 20th Street. (3) They discussed the drainage pipe on 
212th SE. Residents are complaining that it is ugly. The drain must be above ground 
due to the unstable nature of 212th.  Public Works Maintenance will do some 
landscaping. 212th needs to be reassessed to see if it has sustained additional damage. 
(4) Concurrency. (5) 228th Project will require an additional week for completion of 
the project. 

• Special Recognition (Deputy Mayor Haworth): Deputy Mayor Haworth asked 
Council to adopt a resolution honoring a special resident, Ms. Betty DeWitt. She has 
not only attended most of the Council meetings, she has also provided the most 
delectable desserts. She has been instrumental in offering her opinions to the Council 

 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Haworth moved to adopt a resolution honoring Ms. DeWitt.  
Councilmember Barry seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0 (R2003-158). 
 

• Mayor Report: No report 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Tara Schack, 22716 NE 25th Way, She is against the placement of a cell tower near her property. 
She believes it creates a health hazard. She asked the City Council to reverse the hearing 
examiners remand decision. 
 
Lisa Parkinson, 2509 227th Place NE, She has concerns that a cell tower will produce radiation 
and other long term harmful health effects. As an example she said that New Zealand does not 
allow the placement of cell towers near children’s facilities. She gave a handout of the report. 
 
Anthony  Miranda, 2515 227th Place NE, He said there should be more public process before 
permission is given to locate cell towers as the decisions affect the citizens.  
 
Dawn Sanders, Barbara Bentley and David McGibney (Representing the Sammi Awards), They 
thanked the Council for their support and help with this year’s Sammi awards. They then 
presented the Council with a poster done by Barbara Bentley. 
 
Richard Methot, 2502 227th Place NE, He fears the placement of a cell tower near his home will 
devalue his property. He believes an alternate site should be considered. 
 
Councilmember Huckabay announced that Puget Sound Regional Council Executive Board 
would be voting on and most likely approving, the city’s comprehensive plan on December 4th at 
10:00 am.. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Payroll For Pay Period Ending November 15, 2003 For Pay Date November 20, 2003 
In The Amount Of $130,201.68 

 
Claims for period ending December 2, 2003 in the amount of $1,335,851.75 for Check 
No. 9049 through Check No. 9111 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Petitti moved to approve the consent calendar. Councilmember  
Huckabay seconded. Motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
Unfinished Business  
 
Third Reading: Ordinance modifying the Sammamish municipal code by repealing 
portions of: Title 19, subdivisions; title 20, administrative procedures, environmental 
policy; title 21A, development code; and title 24, comprehensive plan; and by amending the 
Municipal Code to adopt new development regulations in order to implement the 
Sammamish Comprehensive Plan. 
 Community Development Director Ray Gilmore gave the staff report. No changes were 
made to this ordinance since the last reading. Amendments to the Accessory Dwelling Unit 
standards have been referred to the Community Development Committee and may be amended 
at a future time. Staff recommends adoption of the ordinance amending the Sammamish 
Municipal Code. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to amend the zoning map back to its original 
designation for the Sammamish Commons Special Study area until after obtaining and 
incorporating public input. Councilmember Gerend seconded. Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
 Councilmember Gerend noted that the Community Development Committee recommended this 
amendment. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to adopt the ordinance amending the Sammamish 
Municipal Code by repealing portions of: Title 19, title 20, title 21A and title 24. Councilmember 
Gerend seconded. Motion carried unanimously 5-0 (O2003-132). 
 
Second Reading: Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 02002-116, The 2003-2004 City 
Budget, For The Purpose Of Revising The 2003-2004 Budget. 
 
Finance Director Lyman Howard gave the staff report. This ordinance adjusts the 2003 and 2004 
budgets to reflect additional revenues of $4.4 million in 2003 and $0.5 million in 2004, and 
decreased expenditures of $1.9 million in 2003 and an increase of $16.7 million in 2004.  This 
results in a projected ending fund balance increase of $17.9 million in 2003 and $1.7M in 2004.  
The revenue increase was due to receipt of a surface water management grant, and increased real 
estate excise tax collections in 2003.  In 2004, the decrease in revenue was due primarily to a 
transfer from the general fund for City Hall less the loss of the IAC park grant.  The expenditure 
decrease in 2003 is due primarily to delays in capital project budgets for Sammamish Commons, 
City Hall, Ebright Creek, and Pine Lake Park.  The expenditure increase in 2004 is primarily for 
capital projects moved from 2003 to 2004, and increases in City Hall and Transportation capital 
projects. 
 
In total, the additional revenue and reduced expenditures are resulting in increased ending fund 
balances, improving the City’s year-end 2004 financial position. 
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MOTION: Councilmember Barry moved to approve the ordinance amending Ordinance O2003-
116, the City Budget for the purpose of revising the 2003-2004 budget. Councilmember 
Huckabay seconded. Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Second Reading: Ordinance Relating To The Levying Of Taxes And Establishing The 
Amount To Be Raised In 2004 On The Assessed Valuation Of The Property Within The 
City. 
 
Mr. LymanMr. Howard gave the staff report. This ordinance sets the 2004 property tax levy 
amount.  The rate is maintained at 2.60 per $1,000 of Assessed Valuation.   The assessed 
valuation as set by the County is expected to increase by $347 million to $5.94 billion dollars.  
The revised levy amount will allow the City to collect an additional $890 thousand dollars 
(14,560,000 to 15,450,000) above the amount collected in 2003 without increasing the levy rate. 
 
The City of Sammamish is dependent on property tax collection.  Approximately 70% of the 
City’s General Fund Revenue comes from Property Taxes.  This increase will allow the City to 
collect an additional $890 thousand dollars above the amount collected in 2003 without 
increasing the levy rate. This will partially offset the $1.32 million dollar reduction in state 
assistance in 2002 for sales tax equalization.  This amount of $15,450,000 is $280,000 less than 
the prior budgeted amount of $15,730,000. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to approve the ordinance relating to the levying of 
taxes and establishing the amount to be raised at $15,730,000. Councilmember Gerend seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 5-0 (O2003-133). 
 
New Business 
 
Resolution: Adopting The City Of Sammamish Salary Schedule For fiscal year 2004 
  
Mr. Howard gave the staff report. This resolution sets the 2004 Salary Schedule.   The salary 
schedule is increased by 1.2%.   This increase mirrors the June 2002 to June 2003 Consumer 
Price Index – Urban for the Puget Sound Area.  This schedule allows employees to maintain 
their standard of living against inflation and allows the City to retain their valued employees.   
 
This increase is included in the 2004 mid-biennial budget adjustments under consideration by the 
City Council.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Petitti moved to approve the resolution setting the 2004 salary 
schedule. Councilmember Huckabay seconded. Motion carried 5-0 (R2003-159). 
 
Resolution: Parks Interagency Commission for Outdoor Recreation (IAC) Grant 
 
Parks & Recreation Manager Jeff Watling gave the staff report. The IAC requires the City 
Council to authorize staff to submit applications for their Youth Athletic Facilities maintenance 
grants. The city will submit two grants, each in the amount of $25,000. These funds would assist 
in rectifying ongoing drainage problems on the athletic fields. 
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MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to adopt the resolution authorizing the 
applications of two IAC grants. Councilmember Petitti seconded. Motion carried unanimously 5-
0 (R2003-160). 
 
Councilmember Gerend asked if, due to King County’s budget problems, these funds have been 
reduced.  Mr. Watling said they had not. 
 
 
City Manager Report 
 
Mr. Yazici said the Council Retreat will most likely be January 22, 23 and 24, 2004. 
 
Comcast has asked to increase the number of outdoor cinemas in Sammamish because they are 
only sponsoring events in two localities next year, Tacoma and Sammamish. Mr. Yazici credited 
the good work by City staff for this. 
 
The first meeting in January will be scheduled in a larger facility to accommodate invited guests 
to the swearing in ceremony for the swearing in ceremony. 
 
Mr. Watling gave a report on joint-use of facilities with the Lake Washington School district and 
an Interlocal providing for the city to build fields on school property. It involves improvements 
on the three acres next to Eastlake High School. The school would use the fields during the day 
and they would be available for community use at other times. Cost estimates for installing 
synthetic turf will be around $2.4 million. The school is planning on improving the football field 
next summer and the city has the opportunity to do improvements at the same time. If the 
Council is interested in this, a decision should be made this month. Mr. Yazici said a study 
session would be scheduled to discuss this project in more detail. Public process must also be 
incorporated before a decision is made. Tom Schroeder, Parks & Recreation Commissioner 
reported that the Parks Commission has had some limited discussion of this project and feel that 
it might be less controversial than some other projects and currently support going ahead with it. 
 
Mr. Yazici said that the two houses currently on the Sammamish Commons property might be 
converted to accommodate public uses, perhaps into a bathroom. There are many options open. 
He asked Council if staff should continue to study these options. 
 
Mr. Butkus gave an update on the City Hall project. He asked Council if they wanted to increase 
the budget to include finishing the second story. Cost would be less if they were done now with 
fewer disruptions to an occupied City Hall. It might also limit what the second story could be 
used for. The additional cost would be $636,000. Mayor Kilroy asked if there would be time to 
get public input on this. Mr. Yazici said if Council wanted to do that, they should probably not 
do the improvements at this time. If Council chooses only to reinforce the floor, that would be 
less. 
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Councilmember Huckabay said she believes that stiffening the floor would be a good idea. This 
would allow the room to be used for community events, i.e. dances and teen activities. She was 
afraid that a full finish of the upstairs might limit its use in the future. 
 
Councilmember Barry is excited by the opportunity for uses of the building, but he is fearful of 
future financial stability.  The Council should have a much deeper understanding of our long 
term financing before agreeing to more projects.  
 
Councilmembers Gerend and Petitti agree to have the floor stiffened. Councilmember Petitti 
would not feel comfortable with a complete finishing of the upper floor without more public 
process to decide how this space will be used. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to provide additional funds, not to exceed $60,000 
to increase the load capacity of the new City Hall. Councilmember Petitti seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Council was presented with three color combinations for the finishing the inside of City Hall, 
(carpet, wood finishing, molding, etc.) They chose the beige pallet combination. 
 
 
Adjournment – Mayor Kilroy adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm. 
 

Study Session 
 
Study session opened 9:15. 
 
1. Concurrency 
 
Study session closed 11:15 pm. 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk     Kenneth J. Kilroy, Mayor 


