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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

May 3, 2011 
 
Mayor Don Gerend called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  Mayor Don Gerend, Deputy Mayor Tom Odell, Councilmembers Mark Cross, 
John James, Michele Petitti and Nancy Whitten. 
 
Councilmember absent: Councilmember John Curley. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember James moved to excuse Councilmember Curley. Councilmember Petitti 
seconded. Motion carried 6-0.  
 
Staff present:  City Manager Ben Yazici, Assistant City Manager/Finance Director Lyman Howard, Deputy 
Finance Director Aaron Antin, IT Manager Matt Micona, Public Works Director Laura Philpot, 
Maintenance and Operations Manager Kyle Edelman, Assistant City Manager/Community Development 
Director Kamuron Gurol, Building Official Kurt Aldworth, Planner/Code Compliance Officer Mona Davis, 
Office Assistant Devany Lunde, Parks & Recreation Director Jessi Richardson, Administrative Services 
Director Mike Sauerwein, City Attorney Kari Sand, and City Clerk Melonie Anderson. 
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Deputy Mayor Odell led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Odell moved to approve the agenda.  Councilmember Cross seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Presentations/Proclamations 
 

Parks and Recreation Director Jessi Richardson recognized the Washington Native Plant Society. 
She also introduced Dawn Sanders, volunteer coordinator who helped organize these and many 
other volunteer opportunities.  
 

 Native Plant Society – These Native Plant Society Stewards provided many volunteer hours while 
removing over 90% of the invasive species around the Ilahee Trail.  They have also salvaged 150 
native plants from developments to plant at the Ilahee Trail. The volunteers recognized were 
Elaine McHenry, Ken Hawkins, Christine Husband, Larry Miller and Laura Littman.  

 

 Backyard Wildlife Habitat Certification – The project started in 2008. The requirements 
necessary to have your yard certified are: to provide food, water, habitat and place for wildlife 
to raise their young. To qualify the city as a Backyard Habitat, the City needed to certify a certain 
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number of habitats. The city met the requirements for certification in March of 2011. Hank 
Klein, Pauline Cantor, Jan Bird, Katya May, Stan Wood and Elaine McHenry and Dawn Sanders 
were recognized for their contribution to this effort. 

 

 Public Comment 
 
Richard Kuprewicz, 4643 192nd Drive NE , He gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Washington 
State Citizens Committee on Pipeline Safety.  
 
Colleen Venter,3510 254th Avenue SE, Thanked the Council for past support for the Sammamish 
Symphony. She invited everyone to the 2011 Dinner and Auction, “An Evening In Paris”. The dinner will 
be held at the Plateau Club on Saturday, May 14th. All proceeds will support the symphony.  
 
Julianne Pash- Manager for the Farmers Market, and Deb Sogge with the Sammamish Chamber of 
Commerce, They announced that the fourth season of the Farmers Market is going to begin on May 18. 
There are food booths, informational booths, children’s activities and sometimes live music.  
 
Ron Rowe, 1824 223rd Place NE,  He urged the Council to meet with the residents of the city that have 
been given code enforcement citations to get their side of the story.  
 
Department Reports: Finance/Information Technology 
Assistant City Manager/Finance Director Lyman Howard began the PowerPoint presentation which 
included remarks from the Deputy Finance Director Aaron Antin, and IT Manager Matt Micona. 
(Presentation is available on the city’s website at ww.ci.sammamish.wa.us) 

 
Public Works 
Public Works Director, Laura Philpot gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint presentation 
(Presentation is available on the city’s website at www.ci.sammamish.wa.us) 
 
Consent Calendar 
Payroll for period ending April 15, 2011 for pay date April 20, 2011 in the amount of $237,180.62 
 
Approval: Claims for period ending May 3, 2011 in the amount of $1,431,710.44 for Check No.29065 
through No.29175 
 
Resolution: Final Acceptance 2010 Sidewalk Program/Salinas Construction (R2011-455) 
 
Amendment: Plan Review Services/BHC 
 
Approval: Revised Notes for June 8, 2010 Joint Meeting/Study Session 
 
Approval: Revised Notes for June 14, 2010 Study Session 
 
Approval: Notes for April 12, 2011 Study Session 
 
Approval: Minutes for April 18, 2011 Regular Meeting 
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MOTION: Councilmember Petitti moved to approve the consent calendar. Deputy Mayor Odell 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0.  
 
Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance:  Repealing Title 23 (Code Enforcement) And Re-Adopting A New Title 23A (Civil Code 
Compliance) Of The Sammamish Municipal Code 
 

Assistant City Manager/Director of Community Development Kamuron Gurol gave the staff 
report and showed a PowerPoint presentation (Presentation available on city’s website at 

www.ci.sammamish.wa.us). This is the Public Hearing and first reading of the ordinance.  
 
Mayor Gerend inquired if the penalty amounts could be tied to the relative seriousness of the violation.  
Mr. Gurol explained that the emphasis is on compliance and not fines. The department director has 
some flexibility built in on whether or not to impose the fines. He also explained there are some 
circumstances where the fines are necessary to encourage compliance. 
 
Councilmember Whitten asked for some modification to the language which would allow for 
acknowledgement of circumstance that might be beyond the control of the violator. Mr. Gurol said staff 
would make the changes before the next reading. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 8:27 pm and closed without any public comment. 
 
Unfinished Business - None 
 
New Business 
 
Ordinance: First Reading Amending Ordinance No. 02010-292, The 2011-2012 City Budget, For The 
Purpose Of Revising The 2011-2012 Biennial Budget.  
 
This is a yearly action which is routinely brought before the Council. This is the first reading of the 
ordinance. No action is being recommended.  
 
Council Reports 
 
Councilmember Cross attended a Growth Management Planning Council session. 
 
Councilmember James attended the Habitat for Humanity Luncheon last week. 
 
Deputy Mayor Odell and Mayor Gerend attended the Citizens for Sammamish meeting last 
night. They focused on traffic issues.  
 
Councilmember Whitten attended the Sammamish Chamber of Commerce Women in Business 
seminar today. 
 
Councilmember Petitti has asked Cross Path  to provide a yearly update to Council. This group is 
renting a building from the city on the lower Sammamish Commons.  
 

http://www.ci.sammamish.wa.us/


 

 

H:\City Council Minutes\2011\0503rm.doc 4 

 
 
City Manager Report  
 
City Manager Ben Yazici reported that he wrote a letter to the Boys and Girls club regarding our 
partnership with them to build a recreation center. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 pm 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk      Donald J. Gerend, Mayor 


