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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting/Study Session 

April 2, 2013 
 
Mayor Tom Odell called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present: Mayor Tom Odell, Deputy Mayor Ramiro Valderrama, Councilmembers John 
Curley, Don Gerend, Tom Vance and Nancy Whitten. 
 
Councilmembers absent: Councilmember John James. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Ramiro moved to excuse Councilmember James. Councilmember Vance 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Staff present: City Manager Ben Yazici, Public Works Director Laura Philpot, Assistant City 
Manager/Community Development Director Kamuron Gurol, Parks & Recreation Director Jessi 
Richardson, Administrative Services Director Mike Sauerwein, City Attorney Bruce Disend, and City Clerk 
Melonie Anderson. 
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Gerend led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Gerend moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Curley seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Student Liaison Report 
 
Eastside Catholic (Chad Brown): The play, Children of Eden, was very successful. In May all three high 
schools will be celebrating Pink Day at Eastside Catholic. Prom is May 18th at the Space Needle. Currently 
the students are on spring break. The Baseball team, along with all the other sports teams, are doing 
well. 
 
Presentations/Proclamations 

 Proclamation: Child Abuse Prevention Month – Mayor Odell read and presented the 
proclamation to Rachel Kier and Judy Fienerman, Board Members for the Children’s 
Response Center: 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 
 WHEREAS, all children deserve to grow up in a safe and nurturing environment to ensure they 
reach their full potential; and 
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 WHEREAS, safe and healthy childhoods help produce confident and successful adults; and 
 WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect often occur when people find themselves in stressful 
situations, without community resources, and not knowing how to cope; and  
 
 WHEREAS, decreasing the occurrence of child abuse and neglect relies upon the efforts of every 
individual in order to make a positive, substantial impact upon the children of today so they can be the 
leaders of tomorrow; and 
 

WHEREAS, it takes all of us to make sure that those who need protection receive it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, reporting abuse to the DSHS toll-free number 1-866-ENDHARM helps to protect the 
vulnerable; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Harborview Children’s Response Center provides effective treatment and advocacy 
for abused children in our community  
 
 WHEREAS, wearing or displaying a pinwheel in April will serve as a positive reminder that 
together we can prevent child abuse and keep children safe; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Thomas T. Odell, on behalf of the Sammamish City Council, do 
hereby proclaim April 2013 as 
 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

and I urge all citizens to join me in protecting and nurturing our children. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Brent Carson, 719 2nd Avenue, Seattle, WA, Spoke regarding the pilot program proposal for development 
in the No-Disturbance Zone as part of the Critical Areas Update.  
 
Gail Michelman, 1201 250th Avenue NE, Vice President of Sammamish Chamber of Commerce. She 
announced that there will be a special presentation regarding women in business on April 25th, 12:00 to 
4:30 pm at the Plateau Club. She invited everyone to attend. 
 
Gregg Krabbe, 1726 Holbrook Avenue, Everett, Spoke regarding the pilot program proposal for 
development in the No Disturbance Area. 
 
Don Hill, 12112 115th Avenue NE (Triad Associates), Spoke regarding the pilot program proposal for 
development in the No Disturbance Area. (Written comment available on the city’s website at 
http://www.sammamish.us/departments/communitydevelopment/CriticalAreas.aspx) 

 
Jim Osgood, 19661 SE 24th Way, Submitted written comments. (Written comment available on the city’s website 

at http://www.sammamish.us/departments/communitydevelopment/CriticalAreas.aspx) 
 

Susan Richardson, 19661 SE 24th Way, Spoke regarding the No Disturbance Area and the 
financial effects it has on homeowners.  
 

http://www.sammamish.us/departments/communitydevelopment/CriticalAreas.aspx
http://www.sammamish.us/departments/communitydevelopment/CriticalAreas.aspx
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Reid and Susan Brockway, 167 Eastlake Sammamish Shore Lane NE, Spoke regarding the 
unfairness of the city’s wetland regulations.  
 
Rob Kapella, 4060 212th Way SE, Spoke regarding the No-Disturbance area regulations. 
 
Rick Aramburu, 720 3rd Avenue Seattle, Spoke in support of the existing regulations in the No-
Disturbance area.  
 
Sam Rodabough, 10900 SE 10th Street, Spoke regarding the No-Disturbance pilot program.  
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Valderrama moved to add the Operating Agreement with the YMCA to the 
Consent Agenda. Councilmember Whitten seconded. 
 
Councilmember Curley objected to adding this item to the Consent Agenda. 
 
Deputy Mayor Valderrama withdrew his motion. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Payroll for the period ending March 15, 2013 for pay date March 20, 2013 in the amount of $270,466.17 
 
Approval: Claims for period ending April 2, 2013 in the amount of $250,300.98 for Check No. 34398 
through No. 34471 
 
Resolution: Granting Final Plat Approval To The Plat Of Evoke At Pine Lake (Aka Hamm 2) 
 
Resolution: Accepting The NE Inglewood Hill Road Non-Motorized Improvements As Complete 
Contract: Engineering Services/WH Pacific 
 
Approval: Notes for March 12, 2013 Study Session 
 
Approval: Minutes for March 18, 2013 Regular Meeting/Study Session 

 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Valderrama moved to approve consent agenda. Councilmember Whitten 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0.  
 
Public Hearing - None 
 
Unfinished Business 

 
Community and Aquatic Center Operating Agreement with the YMCA 
 
Parks & Recreation Director Jessi Richardson gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint 
presentation (available on the city’s website at www.sammamish.wa.us). She explained that none of 
these amendments are in conflict with the original presentation to the public about in this 
agreement.  
 

http://www.sammamish.wa.us/
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MOTION: Councilmember Curley moved to require the YMCA to submit a five and ten year 
business plan before Council approves the amendment. They should also clearly state that the 
city will have no financial responsibility for the operation of the center. Councilmember Gerend 
seconded.  
 
City Manager Yazici explained that holding up this agreement also prevents the architects from 
moving forward on the design. He encouraged the Council to approve the amendments tonight 
to keep the project on schedule. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Valderrama moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the 
amended Operating and Management Agreement with the YMCA for operation of the 
Sammamish Community and Aquatic Center, and authorize the City Manager to make minor 
changes to the indemnification and insurance sections of the agreement based on further 
review and discussion by both parties. Councilmember Vance seconded. Motion carried 5-1 
with Councilmember Curley dissenting. 
 
Councilmember Curley withdrew his motion. 
 
Councilmember Curley asked the YMCA to submit their current five and ten year business plan 
clearly outlining the revenues and expenditures to be presented when the architects present 
the conceptual plan to Council. The Mayor, Deputy and City Manager will work together to 
schedule this. 
 
New Business - None 
 
Council Reports 
 
Mayor Odell, Councilmembers Vance and Gerend will be in Olympia for the next two days 
lobbying legislators to oppose the proposed reductions to the Metro bus schedule. 
 
Deputy Mayor Valderrama, Mayor Odell and Councilmember Gerend attended the Citizen’s For 
Sammamish meeting.  
 
Mayor Odell and Councilmembers Curley and Vance attended opening day for Little League. 
 
City Manager Report  

 
City Manager Ben Yazici will check to see why the secondary access to Eastlake High School at Stan 
Chapin Way is locked on weekends and after hours. 
 
SE 8th Street Park Naming 
 
Ms. Richardson gave a staff report. She reported that the donor of the SE 8th Street Park is present 
tonight.  
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MOTION: Councilmember Gerend moved to rename the SE 8th Street Park to Big Rock Park. 
Councilmember Curley seconded. Motion carried 5-1 with Councilmember Whitten dissenting. 
 
Councilmember Whitten favored naming the park Frog Pond Park. 
 
Executive Session – Potential Litigation pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) 
 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 8:04 pm.  Council returned at 8:54 pm. No action was taken 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:54 pm 
 
OPEN STUDY SESSION 
 

Topics 

 Fire Services Update  
 

 Environmentally Critical Areas Update 
 
CLOSE STUDY SESSION 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk      Thomas T. Odell, Mayor 


