
 
 

H:\City Council Minutes\2016\1018rm.doc 1 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

October 18, 2016 
 
Mayor Don Gerend called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  
Mayor Don Gerend 
Deputy Mayor Ramiro Valderrama 
Councilmember Tom Hornish 
Councilmember Kathy Huckabay 
Councilmember Bob Keller 
Councilmember Christie Malchow 
Councilmember Tom Odell 
 
Staff present:   
Lyman Howard, City Manager 
Jessi Bon, Deputy City Manager 
Jeff Thomas, Community Development Director 
Aaron Antin, Finance/IT Director 
Chris Gianni, Finance Deputy Director 
Angie Feser, Parks & Recreation Director 
Steve Leniszewski, Public Works Director 
Cheryl Paston, Public Works Deputy Director 
Tawni Dalziel, Senior Stormwater Program Manager 
Mike Sugg, Management Analyst 
City Attorney, Mike Kenyon  
Deputy City Clerk, Lita Hachey 
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Odell led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Councilmember Odell requested to remove Item # 3 - Resolution: Granting Final Plat 
Approval To The Plat Of Penny Lane North (R2016-699) 
Deputy Mayor Valderrama requested to remove Item # 4 - Resolution: Establishing City 
Council Direction For Determining Shared Public/Private Property Storm And Surface 
Water Management Responsibilities (R2016-700) 
Councilmember Malchow requested to remove Item # 8 - Authorization: City Survey 
Councilmember Hornish requested to remove Item # 10 – Approval: Minutes from the 
October 4, 2016 regular meeting. 
All items will be placed at the beginning of Unfinished Business on the Agenda. 
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MOTION: Deputy Mayor Valderrama moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Huckabay 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Student Liaison Report - None 
 
Presentations/Proclamations - None 

 
Public Comment 
 
Cindy Taylor, 250 208th Ave NE, spoke regarding the Tamarack neighborhood drainage situation and 
showed a presentation (available upon request to the City Clerk, manderson@sammamish.us) 

 
Todd Southwick, 403 209th Ave NE, use of public/private funds in surface water fees (presented a handout 
to City Council, available upon request to the City Clerk, manderson@sammamish.us) 
 
Tom Ebersole, 416 208th Ave NE, spoke regarding the Tamarack neighborhood drainage situation and 
showed a presentation (available upon request to the City Clerk, manderson@sammamish.us) 
 
David Compton, 407 211th Ave NE, spoke regarding the Tamarack neighborhood drainage situation and 
showed a presentation (available upon request to the City Clerk, manderson@sammamish.us) 

 
Mary Wictor, 408 208th Ave NE, spoke regarding the Tamarack neighborhood drainage situation and 
showed a presentation (available upon request to the City Clerk, manderson@sammamish.us) 
 
Jeffrey Weems, 941 206th Pl NE, spoke regarding the emergency ordinance in his Inglewood 
neighborhood. They have been prevented from making any changes since 2015. He explained the 
difficulties that property owners are having running a drain pipe through private property and requiring 
permissions. He feels Inglewood residents were not properly notified about this ordinance.  
 
Mark Cross, 247 208th Pl NE, requested that the Council approve the King County Trail Section B permit. 
He is also concerned about the two docks being proposed by Burnstead on the north end of the city 
near the Sammamish Landing. He feels that having two docks without vehicle access on a small property 
will cause many problems.  
 
Jan Bird, 3310 221st Ave SE, thanked Jessi Bon for taking care of her water issues regarding the plant 
rescue. She also thanked Lyman Howard and the staff involved in the emergency planning over the past 
weekend storm event. Spoke on behalf of the Friends of East Lake Sammamish Trail (ELST) and the 
history of the trail permitting. She requested that Council not appeal the decision of the Shoreline 
Hearings Board and delay the process again.  
 
Jijian Zhang, 1312 270th Way SE, came to support the East Lake Sammamish Trail project. He would like 
to see the project completed.  
 
Vicki Clarke, 8701 35th Ave NE, Seattle, WA, East King County Policy Manager for Cascade Bicycle Club, 
spoke on behalf of her members and would like to see the ELST completed. It’s not just about bikes, it’s 
for children and safety. She urges the City not to appeal the Shoreline Hearings Board’s ruling. Please 
issue the permits in a timely manner.  
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Bill Way, 3451 E LK Sammamish Shore Lane NE, spoke regarding the two Burnstead docks application 
proposed along East Lake Sammamish Pkwy NE, on Lake Sammamish. He suggested that Council 
establish a moratorium on multi-pier sites in Sammamish. The problem is that there is no access.  
 
Sharon Steinbis, 24933 SE 14th Street, spoke in support of the East Lake Sammamish Trail as part of the 
Emerald Necklace. She would like the City to approve the permits and complete this project. There 
should be links to other trail systems and plan ahead for future connectivity in the City.  
 
Jeeta Sahota, 402 209th Ave NE, spoke about the Tamarack neighborhood drainage problems and the 
history of the stormwater problems they have been experiencing. ULID might be a solution to the 
expense involved in this project.  
 
Scott Woo, 24022 SE 10th Street, he would like the City Council to approve the ELST.  
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Payroll for period ending September 30, 2016 for pay date October 5, 2016 in the amount of $ 
348,854.48 
Approval: Claims For Period Ending October 18, 2016 In The Amount Of $2,855,283.46 For Check No. 45580 
Through 45694 
Ordinance: Second Reading Granting Puget Sound Energy, Inc., A Franchise To Construct, Extend, Maintain, 
And Operate Facilities In The Public Rights-Of-Way In The Franchise Area To Transmit, Distribute, And Sell Gas 
And Energy For Power, Heat And Light, And Any Other Purposes For Which Gas And Energy May Be Used; 
Providing For Severability; And Establishing An Effective Date (O2016-416) 
Approval: Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Puget Sound Energy Relating to Facilities Relocation 
Procedures 
Resolution: Granting Final Plat Approval To The Plat Of Penny Lane North (R2016-699) 
Resolution: Establishing City Council Direction For Determining Shared Public/Private 
Property Storm And Surface Water Management Responsibilities (R2016-700) 
Resolution: Adopting An Amended Policy For Facility Rentals At The Beaver Lake Lodge 
And Pavilion, Picnic Shelters And Sammamish City Hall. (R2016-701) 
Approval: 2017-2018 Human Service Grants 
Contract: Land Acquisition Strategy & Implementation Policy/Otak 
Authorization: City Survey 
Proclamation: Washington Association for American and Chinese Education (WAACE) 
Chinese Education Day 
Approval: Minutes from the October 4, 2016 regular meeting 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Valderrama moved to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 
Councilmember Odell seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Public Hearing  
 
Ordinance: First Reading, Amending Title 14, Public Works Standards Adopted Of The Sammamish 
Municipal Code By Amending Chapter 14.01, Public Works Standards Adopted 
 



 
 

H:\City Council Minutes\2016\1018rm.doc 4 

Public Works Director, Steve Leniszewski and City Engineer, Andrew Zagars gave the staff report and 
showed a PowerPoint presentation (presentation available on the City’s website at 
www.sammamish.us). 

 
Andrew Zagars reviewed with Council comments that were submitted and additional questions to be 
added to the Public Works Standards comment sheet, included in the Council packet. 
 
Councilmember Malchow requested to see the red line version of the changes that were made. Mr. 
Zagars will get back to Council with those changes.  
Councilmember Odell suggested that staff provide a new, complete compiled spreadsheet with all the 
proposed changes shown.  
 
Public Hearing was opened at 8:36 pm and will remain open until the November 1st Regular Meeting.  
 
Mary Wictor, 408 208th Ave NE, spoke regarding stormwater and the Public Works Standards. She feels 
that the minimum road widths of twenty feet with a sidewalk would cause too much run-off. 
 
David Hoffman, Master Builders Association, 335 116th Ave SE, commented on the road standards. 
Stated that the versions of the standards on the website are not dated so it is confusing on which one to 
use.  
 
Jeff Weems, 941 206th Pl NE, spoke about the private road requirements in the Tamarack area 
and lower Inglewood Hill. Low Impact Development (LID) requires a twenty-foot width with five 
foot sidewalks, this created a lot of impervious surface.  
 
City Council recessed for five minutes at 8:55 pm. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Resolution: Granting Final Plat Approval To The Plat Of Penny Lane North (R2016-699) 
 
Councilmember Odell commented on the cul-du-sac situation with new plats and 
connectivity between subdivisions.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Odell moved to approve the resolution for the 11-lot Penny Lane North 
subdivision authorizing the Mayor to sign for final plat. (R2016-699). Councilmember Huckabay 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 
Resolution: Establishing City Council Direction For Determining Shared Public/Private 
Property Storm And Surface Water Management Responsibilities (R2016-700) 

 
City Manager Howard gave a brief explanation of the plan for determining shared Public/Private 
Property Storm and Surface Water Management responsibilities. Deputy Director of Public Works, 
Cheryl Paston reviewed the document with the Council and the changes that were made.  
Deputy Mayor Valderrama asked for clarification on the modification to the cost and benefits that are 
not covered in an ordinance and amendment of the municipal code.  Staff will continue to review this 
item and then bring it back to Council.  
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MOTION: Councilmember Keller moved to approve the resolution establishing City Council direction on 
shared Public/Private Property Storm and Surface Water Management and to bring back an Ordinance 
to Council. (R2016-700). Councilmember Huckabay seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Authorization: City Survey 

 
Communications Manager, Tim Larson gave a staff update on the proposed City Survey. This is a 
statistically valid standardized survey and is very professional. Mailed out to 2,200 citizens. NRC will be 
conducting the survey and it is affiliated with the International City/County Management Association 
(ICMA) 

 
Councilmember Malchow asked what the additional costs would be, if the 50 question survey mailed 
out, doesn’t get the 350 to 500 responses needed to make it statistically valid. Mr. Larson explained that 
there would be an expense of $2,000 to mail out addition surveys. 
Councilmember Huckabay would like Council to review the customized questions and add their input.  
Deputy Mayor Valderrama feels that the information gathered could be used by staff for policy making 
decisions. He would like to know the age group of those responding and how to track that dynamic.  
Lyman Howard stated that every two years or so, they will renew the survey and track the changes over 
time. The last survey was done in 2014.  

 
MOTION: Councilmember Odell moved to authorize the City Manager to direct staff to conduct a City 
survey with NRC not to exceed $20,000. Councilmember Huckabay seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously 7-0 

 
Approval: Minutes from the October 4, 2016 regular meeting 
 
Council updated the section of the minutes regarding the update: SE 4th Street Improvement Project. 
The City Clerk will make the recommended changes to the minutes.  
 
“Public Works Director Steve Leniszewski, City Engineer Andrew Zagars, Project Manager Jim Grueber 
gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint presentation (presentation available on the City’s 
website at www.sammamish.us). Council discussed the various configurations of both 228th Avenue SE 
and SE 4th and agreed that, while constructing a single on 228th Avenue and SE 4th Street makes sense for 
now, the City will still obtain the necessary right-of-way for two lanes if required in the future.” 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Odell moved to approve the October 4, 2016 meeting minutes as amended. 
Councilmember Malchow seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Discussion: Storm and Surface Water Comprehensive Plan/Monitoring 
 
Cheryl Paston, Deputy Public Works Director and Tawni Dalziel, Senior Stormwater Program Manager 
gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint presentation (presentation available on the City’s 
website at www.sammamish.us). 
 
Councilmember Huckabay would like to know how we can monitor the run-off into our lakes and how to 
prioritize this monitoring.  
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Councilmember Keller would like to emphasize the City wetlands and that it is worth doing a thorough 
monitoring of them. He would like to see this added to the plan. It is also important to be involved in the 
regional programs. He asked if there is funding available for this?  
Councilmember Hornish asked if the Pine Lake water quality is improving? Ms. Dalziel confirmed that it 
is improving yearly and that other jurisdictions are monitoring Lake Sammamish. He asked about the 
Ecology Regional Stormwater Monitoring Program (RSMP) and the contribution requirements for our 
jurisdiction.  
Councilmember Huckabay asked about the next steps and when Council can expect this to return. 
Councilmember Hornish would like to know how much we are willing to spend on additional monitoring. 
Steve Leniszewski suggested a plan would be needed to implement additional monitoring into the 
Stormwater Fee.  Councilmember Odell feels that a priority would be anything to do with Kokanee.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Malchow moved to extend the meeting until 10:45 pm. Councilmember 
Hornish seconded Motion carried unanimously 7-0 
 
Discussion: Interim Surface Water Management Rate Increase 
 
Aaron Anton, Finance Director and Chris Gianni, Finance Deputy Director gave the staff report and 
showed a PowerPoint presentation (presentation available on the City’s website at 
www.sammamish.us) 
 
Councilmember Hornish understands that something needs to be done but doesn’t feel we need an 
increase at this point in time. We do not know what we are going to do with Tamarack and should wait 
to make this decision.  
Councilmember Valderrama also feels that an increase is not necessary at this time. He stated that we 
should send this back to staff for review and take a look at a later point. He feels that this a tax on our 
citizens without any purpose.  
Councilmember Malchow feels that Tamarack is interwoven into this situation and there has not been 
enough time to have that policy discussion. She is uncomfortable with the 5% at this time because it is 
being done in advance of the surface water rate study and we don’t really know what we are doing yet.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Odell moved to approve a 5% rate increase (equivalent to an additional $11 
per year per each single-family residential unit) to the City’s 2016 surface water management fee for 
2017 and 2018. Councilmember Huckabay seconded. Motion carried 4-3 with Councilmember Hornish, 
Deputy Mayor Valderrama and Councilmember Malchow dissenting.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Huckabay moved to extend the meeting until 11:15 pm. Councilmember 
Hornish seconded Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
New Business 
 
Ordinance: Amending The Surface Water Design Manual And Section 13.20.020 Of The Sammamish 
Municipal Code Relating To Surface Water Management; Providing For Severability; Declaring An 
Emergency; And Providing That The Ordinance Take Effect Immediately Upon Passage (O2016-417) 
 
Jeff Thomas, Director of Community Development, gave the staff report and provided a map of the 
Tamarack Drainage Area (map is available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us). This emergency 
ordinance is very similar to the Inglewood Hill emergency ordinance. Drainage would need to be tight 
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lined down through this area in order for development to occur, greater than five hundred feet (lowered 
from the 2,000 square foot threshold) or triggered by the list of other conditions in Title 13 of the 
Sammamish Municipal Code. In addition, projects in this area, unless specifically exempt, would be required 
to put in a tight line system to an acceptable discharge point.  
 
Recommended amendment to the Ordinance (page 2, effective date): “establishing an effective date 
immediately upon adoption, for a period of six (6) months and should automatically expire at the 
conclusion of that six-month period unless sooner repealed.”  
 
Councilmember Malchow requested that a letter of notification be sent out to homeowners affected, 
prior to adoption of an emergency ordinance. Mr. Thomas agreed that this can be done.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Hornish moved to adopt the Emergency Ordinance as amended, included as 
Exhibit 1, to amend the Sammamish Surface Water Design Manual and Chapter 13 of Title 20 of the 
Sammamish Municipal Code and to establish a Public Hearing date of December 13, 2016 in order to 
take public testimony and to consider adopting further findings of fact. Councilmember Malchow 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Council Reports/Committee Reports 
 
Councilmember Odell attended Emergency Preparedness Fair last Saturday. Reminded everyone 
of the Sahalee Way Open House this Wednesday, October 19th at the Boys and Girls at 7 pm.  
 
Councilmember Malchow attended the Emergency Preparedness Fair last weekend. She also 
attended the Communication Committee meeting last Thursday.  
 
Councilmember Keller attended the Public Issues Committee (PIC) and there will not be a 
meeting in December. Sound Cities Association (SCA) annual meeting will be on November 30th 
at 5:30 pm and the University of Washington President will be the main speaker. The Eastside 
Fire & Rescue budget and the Strategic Plan were approved. 
 
Councilmember Huckabay will be attending the METRO workshop tomorrow.  She attended the Eastside 
Transportation Partners (ETP) meeting last Friday, October 18th. She distributed a flyer to Council on 
Walkable Urban Communities. 
 
Deputy Mayor Valderrama attended the Emergency Preparedness Fair.  He attended a presentation by 
the King County Task Force on heroin.   
 
Mayor Gerend attended the Public Issues Committee (PIC) pre-meeting with Councilmember Keller.  
 
City Manager Report  
 
Lyman Howard discussed and distributed to Council, a packet with three studies of the YMCA property. 
He remarked on the great storm response from Staff this past weekend. The Council retreat will be held 
on January 19 through the 21, 2017, at the Hotel Murano in Tacoma. Councilmember Malchow would 
like a Webcam to broadcast back to the City as an option for Citizen to tune into the meeting.  
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MOTION: Mayor Gerend moved to extend the meeting for an additional fifteen minutes. 
Councilmember Malchow seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0.  
 
Executive Session – Property Acquisition pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(b) and Potential Litigation 
pursuant to RCW 42.30.220(1)(i) 
City Council retired to the executive session at 11:15 pm and returned at 11:35 pm with no action.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 pm 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Lita Hachey, Deputy City Clerk     Donald J. Gerend, Mayor 
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