
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

May 5, 2015 
 
Mayor Tom Vance called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  
Mayor Tom Vance 
Deputy Mayor Kathy Huckabay 
Councilmember Don Gerend 
Councilmember Bob Keller 
Councilmember Tom Odell 
Councilmember Ramiro Valderrama 
Councilmember Nancy Whitten 
 
Staff present:   
Ben Yazici, City Manager  
Lyman Howard, Deputy City Manager 
Laura Philpot, Assistant City Manager/Public Works Director 
Jeff Thomas, Community Development Director 
Joe Guinasso, Finance and Technical Services Director 
Beth Goldberg, Director of Administrative Services 
Mike Kenyon, City Attorney  
Melonie Anderson, City Clerk  
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Whitten led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda and the Consent Agenda 
 
Councilmember Odell requested Item 3 – Sahalee Way Design contract be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and place under New Business. 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Huckabay moved to approve the agenda including the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Councilmember Gerend seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Presentations/Proclamations 
 
 Watershed Resource Inventory Area 8 (WRIA) Salmon Recovery 

Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, W.R.I.A. 8 Watershed Coordinator gave the presentation and showed a 
PowerPoint (available upon request of the City Clerk) 
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 Astound (WAVE) Broadband Telecommunications Franchise Agreement 
Jim Penny, Executive Vice President, gave the presentation and showed a PowerPoint (available 
upon request of the City Clerk). 
 

 Finance Department Update 
• Impact Fee Report 
• Year End Report 

 
Finance Director Joe Guinasso gave the staff report and gave a PowerPoint presentation (available 
on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us). 

 
Public Comment 
 
Gene Morel, Sammamish Home Owners (SHO), Spoke regarding their group’s federal lawsuit against King 
County regarding ownership along the trail. He does not feel that the County is adhering to the terms of the 
settlement agreement. 
 
Mary Wictor, 408 208th Avenue NE, Spoke regarding vegetation on steep slopes and its importance. 
 
Marcee Williams, 24280 NE 26th Court, Spoke regarding the proposed development of Gabrielle’s Place. She 
do not like the access point and the loss of trees. 
 
Consent Agenda 

Payroll for period ending April 15, 2015 for pay date April 20, 2015 in the amount of 
$ 305,789.53 
 
Proclamation: National Prevention Week 
 
National Prevention Week 2015 Proclamation 
Substance abuse and mental health problems affect all communities nationwide. According to the 
2013 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, an estimated 24.6 million Americans are current illicit 
drug users.i Nearly one in four young people aged 12 to 20 report drinking alcohol in the past month, 
and one in four Americans aged 12 or older smokes cigarettes. 
 
With commitment and support, these and other behavioral health issues can be prevented. The focus 
of National Prevention Week this May is to increase public awareness of, and action around, 
substance abuse and mental health issues. This year’s National Prevention Week theme, “The Voice of 
One, the Power of All,” recognizes the power each person has to influence the health and well-being 
of others—whether by supporting someone who’s going through a difficult time, participating in 
activities that strengthen the community, or instilling healthy habits in children from an early age. 
Taking part in prevention-related activities and conversations helps raise awareness of behavioral 
health issues and changes lives. 
 
The Healthy Youth Initiative and the Drug Free Community Coalition, initiatives under the Issaquah 
Schools Foundation, strives to spread this message far and wide as one of its primary goals.   
As such, it is hoped that through this Proclamation recognizing National Prevention Week, people will 
become more aware and able to recognize the signs of mental health problems and substance abuse.   
Equally important, community members of all walks of life learn what they can do to help prevent 
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these problems before they start. Whether by being a shoulder for someone to lean on, leading 
someone to help for a behavioral health issue before it worsens, or setting an example by staying 
substance-free, we all have a role to play in keeping the people around us—and ourselves—healthy 
and safe. 
 
An estimated 22 million people in America are classified with substance dependence or abuse, and 
more than twice as many adults have a mental illness.  The impact of substance abuse and mental 
illness is apparent in our local community. We have the power to change and more importantly, 
change lives. 
 
We, the City of Sammamish, and others across the United States, need to recognize the seriousness of 
behavioral health issues in our communities, the power of prevention, and the tireless efforts of those 
working to make a difference.  
 
For the above reasons, I am asking the citizens of SAMMAMISH , WASHINGTON to join me in 
observing National Prevention Week 2015 this May. I, TOM VANCE, MAYOR, do hereby proclaim May 
17–23 of 2015 as NATIONAL PREVENTION WEEK in SAMMAMISH, WASHINGTON and call upon our 
community to observe this week with compelling programs and events that support this year’s theme, 
“The Voice of One, the Power of All.” 
 

Approval: Claims for period ending May 5, 2015 in the amount of $970,064.62 for Check No. 40205 
through 40311 
 
Contract: 212 Ave Non-Motorized/DEA 

Contract: Development Review/Stantec 
 

Contract: Plan Review/Eagle Eye Consulting 
 
Public Hearing - None 
 
Unfinished Business - None 
 
New Business 
 
Contract: Sahalee Way Pre-Design/Perteet 
 
Assistant City Manager/Public Works Director Laura Philpot gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint 
presentation (available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us). She also introduced the new City Engineer 
Andrew Zagars.  
 
Councilmember Odell is supportive of improving Sahalee Way to SR202. Councilmember Valderrama feels 
the budget for this project is too low and he also thinks this project should be evaluated for importance 
against other projects. Councilmember Gerend would like the consultant to work with Metro and Microsoft 
for options for a park and ride. He would like the design to come to the Transportation Committee before 
the final design plan is presented to Council in November.  
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MOTION: Deputy Mayor Huckabay moved to authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with 
Perteet, Inc. in the amount not to exceed $110,000 for Engineering and Professional Services in association 
with the Sahalee Way Widening project. Councilmember Gerend seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-
0. 
 
Council recessed from 9:03 to 9:12 pm. 
 
Ordinance: First Reading Amending Ordinance No. O2014-381, The 2015-2016 City Budget, For The 
Purpose Of Revising The 2015-2016 Biennial Budget. 
 
This is the first reading of the ordinance. No action is requested. 
 
Ordinance: Granting To Astound Broadband, LLC, A Limited Liability Company, A Nonexclusive 
Telecommunications Franchise To Install, Construct, Maintain, Repair, And Operate A Telecommunications 
System Within The Public Rights Of Way; Providing For Severability; And Establishing An Effective Date 
 
Administrative Services Director Beth Goldberg gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint 
presentation (available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us).   
 
The franchise agreement will be amended to delete certain references regarding the use of poles. This is 
the first reading of this ordinance. No action is required.  
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Huckabay moved to extend the meeting to 10:30. Councilmember Odell seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Council Reports 
 
Deputy Mayor Huckabay reported on the Kokanee Fry release. She attended an Eastside Fire & 
Rescue meeting. She attended the Go Green Conference.  
 
Councilmember Odell attended the Sound Cities Association Public Involvement Committee 
meeting.  
 
Councilmember Whitten would like off-leash dog parks and a long-term comprehensive view of 
capital projects added to the “to-be scheduled” area of the long term agenda.  
 
Councilmember Gerend attended the Kokanee Working Group meeting.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Gerend moved to extend the meeting to 11:00 pm. Deputy Mayor 
Huckabay seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
City Manager Report  
 

 Letter to King County Regarding Transfer Station Plan 
 

City Manager Ben Yazici asked Council to support a letter asking the County to keep an option for building 
an additional transfer station in their long range plan.  Council was supportive of this letter. 
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Mr. Yazici also discussed how to form the Klahanie Transition Committee. He suggested asking the Home 
Owners Association (HOA) boards to select one member from their respective HOA for the Transition 
Committee. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:39 pm 
 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk      Thomas E. Vance, Mayor 
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