
 
City Council Regular Meeting - Jun 16 2020 

 

MINUTES 

City Council Regular Meeting 

6:30 PM - June 16, 2020 

City Hall Council Chambers, Sammamish, WA 

  

Mayor Karen Moran called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Councilmembers Present: Mayor Karen Moran 

Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow 

Councilmember Jason Ritchie 

Councilmember Kent Treen 

Councilmember Chris Ross 

Councilmember Ken Gamblin 

Councilmember Pam Stuart 

 

Councilmembers Absent:  

Council Attended the Meeting virtually VIA GOTOMEETING 

  

Staff Present: City Manager David Rudat 

Sr. Management Analyst Mike Sugg 

Emergency Manager Andrew Stevens 

Director of Community Development David Pyle 

Interim Director of Public Works Cheryl Paston 

Management Analyst Evan Fischer 

City Engineer Andrew Zagars 

Communications Director Celia Wu 

Police Chief Dan Pingrey 

Assistant City Attorney Lisa Marshall 

City Clerk Lita Hachey 

 

ROLL CALL 
 
Roll was called. 

Mayor Moran arrived at approximately 6:40 pm 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Councilmember Kent Treen led the pledge. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Review the Performance of a Public Employee Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g)  

  

Mayor Moran extended the Executive Session at 7:40 pm for an additional 30 minutes.  

City Council retired to an Executive Session at 6:40 pm and returned at 8:13 pm with the following action.   
MOTION: Councilmember Ken Gamblin moved to have the City Attorney enter into negotiations with the 
Interim City Manager, Dave Rudat, to retain him as our full-time City Manager.  Councilmember Kent Treen 
seconded. Motion carried 5-2 with Councilmember Jason Ritchie and Councilmember Pam Stuart dissenting. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 
 COVID-19 Update: Andrew Stevens, Emergency Manager gave an COVID-19 update for Sammamish, 

King County and the State of Washington.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 

Martin Nizlick (Public Hearing Comment) on the board of Washington Sensible Shorelines Association (WASA)- 
spoke regarding flooding in his community along Lake Sammamish and submitted written comments found 
here. 

  

Reid Brockway (Public Hearing Comment)  spoke regarding the Sammamish flooding issues and submitted 
written comments found here. 

  

Eric Johnson spoke regarding a property being developed near his home and the clearing outside the limits. He 
showed a slideshow found here.  

  

Mary Wictor spoke regarding the delay due to Executive Session at the beginning of the meetings, the input into 
Public Hearings being during the Public Hearing and drainage issues along Louis Thompson Road.  

 

Ramiro Valderrama spoke regarding the commissioning of Artwork representing Civil Liberties and Racial/Social 
Justice and showed a slideshow found here. Written public comments are available here in the Document 
Center.  

  

Mary Wictor (Public Hearing Comment) spoke regarding the flood damage on the Lake Sammamish shores.  

  

  

  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to amend the agenda by removing Item # 10 - the Draft 
Transportation Master Plan and Prioritized Project List.  Councilmember Jason Ritchie seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to approve the Agenda as amended to remove Item # 10 - 
the Draft Transportation Master Plan and Prioritized Project List. Councilmember Jason Ritchie seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 Payroll: For the Period Ending May 31, 2020 For a Pay Date of June 5, 2020 in the Amount of 

$482,014.03  
 
 Claims: For Period Ending June 16, 2020 In The Amount Of $4,061,665.91 For Check No. 57186 

Through 57284  
 
 Approval: Sammamish-WSDOT-King County ITS Improvement Project: Construction Engineering and 

Management Services Contract / WHPacific  
 
 Approval: Professional Services Contract Renewal: 2020-2021 Tree Service & Emergency Response / 

Bartlett Tree Experts  
 
 Approval of Bid Rejection: Sammamish-WSDOT-King County ITS Improvement Project, Phase 1B 

/Traffic Management Center  
 
 Approval: June 2, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes   
MOTION: Councilmember Pam Stuart moved to approve the Consent Calendar.  Councilmember Jason Ritchie 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

PRESENTATIONS / PROCLAMATIONS - NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
 An Ordinance of the City of Sammamish, Washington, amending Chapter 15.10 of Sammamish 

Municipal Code Title 15, Related to Flood Damage Prevention; Providing for Severability, and 
Establishing an Effective Date. 

  

David Pyle, Director of Community Development and Evan Fischer, DCD Management Analyst gave a 
staff update on the ordinance amending Chapter 15.10 of Sammamish Municipal Code Title 15, 
Related to Flood Damage Prevention and showed a presentation found here in the Document Center.  

  

Public Hearing opened at 9:10 pm and closed at 9:11 pm with comments heard earlier during Public 
Comment.  

  

Reid Brockway, Martin Nizlek and Mary Wictor spoke regarding this ordinance during Public 
Comment earlier in the meeting. 

  

Note: Reid Brockway and Martin Nizlek submitted written public comments available in the 
Document Center here. 

Note: Patrick Haluptzok submitted written public comments available in the Document Center here.  

  

    
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to approve the ordinance amending Chapter 15.10 of 
Sammamish Municipal Code Title 15, Related to Flood Damage Prevention Councilmember Pam Stuart 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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 Discussion: Draft Transportation Master Plan and Prioritized Projects List 

  

  

Council took a five minute break at 10:00 pm and returned at 10:05 pm. 

    
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to extend till 11:00 pm. Councilmember Jason Ritchie 
seconded. Motion carried 6-1 with Mayor Karen Moran dissenting. 
 
 Discussion: Business Recovery Task Force 

  

Mike Sugg, Senior Management Analyst, led the discussion about the Business Recovery Task Force. 

  

The discussion of the Business Recovery Task Force will be brought back at the next meeting with the 
next steps. 

   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Emergency Ordinance: Tent City 4 Permit Extension due to COVID-19 

  

Mike Sugg, Senior Management Analyst led the discussion about extending the Tent City 4 permit due 
to COVID-19. 

    
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to approve the ordinance extending the permit for Tent 
City 4.  Councilmember Pam Stuart seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
 Discussion: Commissioning of Artwork Representing Civil Liberties and Racial/Social Justice 

  

Mike Sugg, Senior Management Analyst, led the discussion on commissioning of Artwork 
Representing Civil Liberties and Racial/Social Justice.  

    
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to direct the staff and Arts Commission to research artwork 
that will represent Civil Liberties and Racial/Social Justice.  Councilmember Pam Stuart seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
 Information: Anti-Bias Resources and Practices at City of Sammamish 

  

Celia Wu, Director of Communication, Dan Pingrey, Sammamish Police Chief and Mary Beth Neeson, 
HR Analyst shared information on the Anti-Bias Resources and Practices at the City of Sammamish and 
showed a PowerPoint that is available here in the Document Center.  

   
 
 Resolution:  Revising the Rules of Procedure for City Council   
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to extend until 11:30 pm. Councilmember Ken Gamblin 
seconded. Motion carried 6-1 with Councilmember Pam Stuart dissenting. 

 

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to adopt Section 2.4 . Councilmember Kent Treen seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
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MOTION: Councilmember Kent Treen moved to approve Section 2.7.2.  Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Jason Ritchie moved to extend the meeting till 11:50 pm. Deputy Mayor Christie 
Malchow seconded. Motion carried 5-2 with Councilmember Kent Treen and Councilmember Pam Stuart 
dissenting. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Pam Stuart moved to amend to address all questions first with no time limit and 
the first and second rounds be limited to five minutes. Councilmember Chris Ross seconded. Motion carried 5-
2 with Mayor Karen Moran and Councilmember Ken Gamblin dissenting. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Jason Ritchie moved to amend to table the motion,to a date certain, if not resolved 
after the second round.  Councilmember Pam Stuart seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to approve Section 3.4.4. as amended to 5 minutes per 
round with a total of two rounds as amended to include to address all questions first with no time limit and 
the first and second rounds be limited to five minutes and to table the motion, to a date certain, if not 
resolved after the second round.  Councilmember Jason Ritchie seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Chris Ross moved to approve 3.4.5. amended to say City issued device.  
Councilmember Kent Treen seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to amend to say "City issued device" Councilmember Kent 
Treen seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Councilmember Jason Ritchie moved to continue this item at the Special Meeting on June 23, 2020.  
Councilmember Kent Treen seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS/ CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
 Report: Deputy Mayor Malchow submitted a written report which was included in the Agenda Packet.   
 
 Report: Councilmember Stuart submitted a written report which was included in the Agenda Packet.   
 
 Report: Councilmember Treen submitted a written report which was included in the Agenda Packet.   
 
 Report: Dave Rudat, Interim City Manager spoke regarding the following: 

• On January 31, 2020,  the City executed a statutory warranty deed to acquire a portion of 
property along the Issaquah Fall City Road needed for the Issaquah Fall City Road 
Construction Project. The property is owned by the estate of Dorina Craciun; 

• The City placed $50,560 in escrow and awaited closing instructions; 

• Over the past 18 months, changes in personnel and confusion over the number of liens 
recorded against the property have resulted in the sale remaining unclosed as of this writing.  
Some responsibility for the delay is ours, and the escrow company, First American, bears 
some responsibility as well. 

• What we’ve learned over the past few weeks is that liens on the property total $56,368.09, 
which is $5,718.09 over the amount the City placed in escrow.  The liens must be released in 
order for the property to close.  The three liens recorded against the property include an 
attorney’s lien in the amount of $6,200, a mortgage lien in the amount of $35,000, and an IRS 
lien in the amount of $15,168,09, for a total of $56,368.09.   
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• First American will satisfy the attorney’s lien in the amount of $6,200 which will leave $44,450 
remaining in escrow. 

• Next, First American will contact both the IRS and the mortgage lender to determine if both 
entities agree to a partial release.  Partial release of both liens will result in the proceeds of 
the sale going to the property owner’s estate, and the liens currently recorded on the 
property the City is acquiring will be transferred to the other portion of the Craciun property 
to be sold soon.  The transaction will close and the City will enjoy clear title to the property. 

• If either the IRS or the mortgage lender does not agree to a partial release, escrow contains 
funds to satisfy either, but not both, of the liens. Thee lienholder not agreeing to a partial 
release will be paid out of escrow, the lien will be removed, and the property will close, the 
City receiving clear title. The entity agreeing to the partial release will record its lien on that 
portion of the property to be sold in the future. 

The final possible scenario is that neither the IRS nor the mortgage lender agree to a partial release.  If 
this occurs, the City Manager requests your permission to increase the amount in escrow by 
$5,719.08 so that the property can close and the City obtain clear title.  The City will record a lien in 
the amount of $5,718.09 on that portion of the Craciun property to be sold in the near future   

MOTION: Councilmember Pam Stuart moved to direct the City Manager to increase the amount in escrow to 
$5,719.08 and approve the partial release of the liens of the property on Issaquah-Fall City Road so the City 
can purchase and close this issue.  Councilmember Jason Ritchie seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 

 

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to extend the meeting until 12:00 midnight. 
Councilmember Ken Gamblin seconded. Motion carried 5-2 with Councilmember Jason Ritchie and 
Councilmember Pam Stuart dissenting. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Review the Performance of a Public Employee Pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(g)  

  

City Council retired to an Executive Session at 11:45 pm and returned at 11:58 pm  
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow moved to direct Mayor Moran to ratify the contract as amended, 
to hire Dave Rudat as the City Manager. Councilmember Kent Treen seconded. Motion carried 5-2 with 
Councilmember Jason Ritchie and Councilmember Pam Stuart dissenting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:01 am.  
MOTION: Councilmember Jason Ritchie moved to adjourn. Mayor Karen Moran seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously 7-0. 

 

 

Lita Hachey, Deputy City Clerk Karen Moran, Mayor 
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