
 

 

 

City of Sammamish 
Parks and Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting 
February 1, 2018 6:30 PM 

City Hall Council Chambers, 801-228th Ave SE 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 

 

2. Approval of Meeting Summary 

A. Meeting Summary – January 3, 2018 

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

4. Public Comment 
 

5. Chair/Vice Chair Elections 
 

6. Parks Planning Process (15 minutes) – Anjali Myer 
 

7. Big Rock Park Master Plan Update (20 minutes) - Anjali Myer 

 

8. Chairman’s Report 
 

9. Directors Report (10 mins) – Angie Feser, Department Director 

A. Capital Projects – Anjali Myer, Department Deputy Director 

B. Recreation Programming/Events  

C. Parks Maintenance 

 

10. Park Commission Liaison Reports (10 minutes) 

A. Sammamish Friends – Sid 

B. Sammamish Community Wildlife Habitat - Kathe 

C. Native Plant Stewards – Cheryl/Sid 

D. Sammamish Walks – Hank/Loreen 

E. Trail Stewards – Nancy 

F. Sammamish Youth Board – ??? 

G. Sammamish Y – Sheila  

H. Sammamish Market – Stephanie 

I. Community Garden – Stephanie 

 

11. Other 

 

 
 



 

 

12. Meeting Calendar 

a) February 6, 2018 – City Council Regular Meeting/Public Hearing on Parks, 

Recreation and Open Space Plan, 6:30pm, City Hall 

b) February 13, 2018 – City Council Study Session related to Parks, Recreation and 

Open Space Plan, 6:30pm, City Hall 

c) February 20, 2018 – City Council Regular Meeting/Adoption of Parks, Recreation 

and Open Space Plan, 6:30pm, City Hall 

d) February 27, 2018 Commissioner Training Roberts Rules of Order, 6:00pm, City 

Hall 

 

13. Adjourn 
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PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
PROPOSED AGENDA CALENDAR 

Current as of: 1/26/2018 
 

Date*  Time   Type  Staff  Topics 

February 1 
(Th)  

5:00 PM  Joint Meeting 
with Planning 
Commission 

Angie Feser 
Anjali Myer 
 

 Urban Forestry Management Plan  

February 1 
(Th) 

6:30 PM  Regular Meeting  Angie Feser 
Anjali Myer 
 

 Chair/Vice Chair Elections  
 Big Rock Park Master Plan Update 

 

March 7  6:30 PM  Regular Meeting  Angie Feser 
Anjali Myer 
Mike Keller 

 Division Report: Maintenance 

 2018 City Work Plan Presentation  

  
April 4  6:30 PM  Regular Meeting  Angie Feser 

Anjali Myer 
Chris Jordan 

 Division Report: Recreation  

May 2  6:30 PM  Regular Meeting  Angie Feser 
Anjali Myer 
 

  

June 6  6:30 PM  Regular Meeting  Angie Feser 
Anjali Myer 
 

  

June 23 
(Th) 

6:30 PM  Joint Meeting 
with Planning 
Commission 

Angie Feser 
Anjali Myer 
 

 Urban Forestry Management Plan 

 * Wednesdays unless otherwise noted 



 

 

 

City of Sammamish 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting 

January 3, 2018 - 6:30-8:30 PM  

Sammamish City Hall 801 228th Ave SE 
 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
Commissioners Present   
Hank Klein, Cheryl Wagner, Doug Eglington, Sid Gupta, Stephanie Hibner, Loreen Leo, Kathe 

Low, Sheila Sappington, Nancy Way 

 

Staff Present  

Angie Feser, Anjali Myer, Belle Stanley  

 

Call to Order 

6:35 p.m. 

 

Approval of Summary 
The meeting summary for December 6, 2017 was approved as presented. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

The Agenda was approved as presented. 

 

Public Comment  

None. 

 

YMCA/Pine Lake Property Briefing 

Anjali Myer, Deputy Director, Parks & Recreation, recapped the property location, overview of 

the Ground Lease Agreement with the YMCA, the 2016 discussion of a potential indoor field 

house, the 2018 Draft PRO Plan summary of an indoor field house and budget costs and timeline 

allocated to the YMCA/Pine Lake property. Discussion commenced.   

 

Two motions were proposed: 

 

Motion: The Parks & Recreation Commission recommends that the City not pursue a feasibility 

study for an indoor fieldhouse within the Sammamish community at this time. (Proposed by 

Nancy Way) Seconded, voted on and passed unanimously. 

 

Motion: The PRC recommends the Parks and City staff to renegotiate with the YMCA the terms 

of the ground lease agreement to include potential passive recreation on the property. (Proposed 

by Nancy Way) Seconded, voted on and passed unanimously. 
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PRO Plan Review 

 

A. Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

Angie Feser, Director of Parks & Recreation, reviewed the 2018-2023 Sammamish Parks Six-

Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and the CIP with the proposed staff recommendations to 

be included in the 2018 PRO Plan.   

 

Motion proposed: 

The PRC requests the City to pursue a safer option for crossing East Sammamish Pkwy at 

Sammamish Landing and also to ensure the safety of bicyclists when driving on the west side of 

the road where cars are parked. (Proposed by Doug Eglington) Seconded, voted on and passed 

unanimously. 

 

Motion proposed: 

PRC recommends a $50,000 placeholder in 2018 for the exploration of potential development of 

a plant salvage facility.  (Proposed by Sid Gupta) Seconded, voted on and passed unanimously. 

 

Two recommendations were made to modify the CIP – one to remove the verbiage of “spray 

park” attached to the East Sammamish Park improvements and another to add placeholder 

amounts every other year for Anticipated Grants to reflect a goal. 

 

Motion proposed: 

PRC recommends to approve the amended PRO Plan CIP that includes staff recommendations 

and additional changes suggested and approved by PRC and staff. (Proposed by Hank Klein) 

Seconded, voted on and passed unanimously. 

 

The PRC recognized Doug Eglington for his past years of service on the Parks & Recreation 

Commission and other community volunteer activities. He will be ending his term as of January 

31, 2018. 

 

B. PRO Plan Draft Review follow-up 

Angie Feser continued the discussion of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PRO) Plan 

Update draft review incorporating revisions and staff comments.  Referring to the PRO Plan 

Discussion Matrix (attached) three topics were highlighted for further discussion: 

 

1. Clarification of “priority” as it relates to conversion of natural to artificial turf. 

 

Motion proposed: 

In regards to athletic field development, prioritize the conversion of existing natural turf 

fields to synthetic turf, with lights when possible, to increase playability and serve multiple 

athletic programs. (Proposed by Hank Klein) Seconded, voted on and passed unanimously. 

 

2. Suggestion of recognizing culture and heritage of residents. 

 

Motion proposed: 

The City currently offers or promotes programming including fitness, education and general 

interest classes, outdoor recreation, day camps and special events to reflect the wide-ranging 
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diversity of the Sammamish community. (Proposed by Hank Klein) Seconded, voted on and 

passed unanimously. 

 

3. Revision of a Chapter 6 paragraph. 

 

Motion proposed:  

Addition of the sentence “When feasible, the Parks & Recreation Department should protect 

and highlight the historical and cultural resources related to park facilities and properties” 

(Proposed by Doug Eglington) Seconded, voted on and passed unanimously. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

The Volunteer Dinner was a success and enjoyed by many.  Thank you to those who invested 

their time to make it a memorable evening.  With Doug retiring, a commissioner is needed as a 

liaison for the Sammamish Youth Board and another for the YMCA.  Sheila Sappington 

volunteered for being the liaison with the YMCA.  There is an opportunity to assist Parks & 

Recreation by serving on the entertainment committee to help screen musical groups for the 

Fourth on the Plateau and the Concerts in the Park summer series.  Another opportunity is to 

assist on the AWC Senior Scholarship committee to screen applicants in Sammamish to move 

forward in the statewide competition for an AWC scholarship.  Sid Gupta, Stephanie Hibner and 

Sheila Sappington volunteered to serve on the AWC Scholarship Committee and Nancy Way 

volunteered for the entertainment screening committee.  The opportunity will also be extended to 

the new commissioners coming onboard. 

 

Director’s Report 
Recreational programming is introducing a new event this year in partnership with Central 

Washington University, Sammamish; the Chinese New Year Cultural Celebration will be on 

Saturday, February 10.  Skyline’s Chinese Club and a Chinese school are involved in the 

planning.  There will be activities, a lion dance, food trucks and music.  Also in the works, a 5K 

run in response to the community wanting more fitness-type activities according to the PRO 

Plan.  New volunteer software is being installed in the next month or so.  It will assist with 

recording hours, scheduling volunteer events and waiver processing which will all be handled 

electronically.  Parks Maintenance is focusing on small projects.  Snow & ice removal occurred 

on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day; street and parks crews were amazingly responsive. 

 

Park Commission Liaison Reports 

Sammamish Friends – Sid Gupta 

Gearing up for fundraiser for July 2018; first meeting scheduled for January 11th.  Volunteers are 

welcome to participate in the planning process. 

 

Sammamish Walks – Hank Klein/Nancy Way 

Nothing to report. 

 

Trail Stewards – Nancy Way 

Nothing to report. 

 

Sammamish Youth Board – Doug Eglington 

Nothing to report. 
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Meeting Calendar 

1. February 1, 2018 Joint meeting with the Planning Commission, 5:00 p.m., City Hall Council 

Chambers.  Dinner will be served. 

2. February 27, 2018 Commissioner Training Roberts Rules of Order, 6:00pm, City Hall 

Council Chambers 

 

Adjourn 

9:50 p.m. 



 
City of Sammamish 

Model Master Plan Process 
 
Site Analysis and/or Project Scoping 

 Evaluate existing site conditions. 
 Complete wetland delineation, identify sensitive areas, complete soil analysis etc. 
 Develop an overall environmental understanding of the site. 
 Identify and understand intentions for the site. What is the scope of the project? Park classification? What is 

the service area of the park? (Ideally, these policy questions will be answered at the time of acquisition). 
 
Survey residents / stakeholders 

 Develop a survey suitable to the project (mail, website etc.) Survey responses will be used to assist with 
development of the initial park concepts for public discussion. 

 
Public Meeting #1: Scoping Meeting 

 Present site analysis. 
 Present survey results. 
 Opportunity for community members to share their hopes, dreams & concerns for the site development . 

 
Project Goal Setting and Concept Development 

 Presentation and discussion with the Park Commission. 
 Develop the initial park concept(s) that will serve as the foundation for the first public meeting. Park 

concepts are based on City Council goals, site analysis, survey information and feedback from community 
members at public meeting # 1. 

 Present initial concepts and project goals to the City Council for confirmation and direction. 
 
Public Meetings #2, #3, and #4: Developing a park concept 

 Progressive meetings from broad concepts to a preferred option or options. 
 State and display project goals (from goal setting above). 
 Park Commission hosts the meetings. Consultant and staff facilitate the meeting. 
 Prepare a press release (or other informational materials) to present to the public upon completion of Public 

Meeting # 3. 
 Provide updates to the City Council. 
 Provide updates to community members via the City website and the City newsletter. 
 Identify final site option(s) to forward to City Council for review and approval. 

 
SEPA 

 Independent review by Community Development Department. 
 Environmental checklist and supporting environmental information/studies completed at the earliest phase 

possible, when environmental impacts can be adequately identified and evaluated. 
 Notice to the public for comment period on the SEPA review. 
 Review comments and determine if additional environmental information is needed. 
 Threshold determination issued. 
 All public meetings will be open to comment related to environmental impacts. 

 
Adoption of Master Plan 

 Present to City Council along with SEPA determination. 
 Public Hearing(s). 
 Formal adoption of Master Plan prior to proceeding with the design contract. 
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Memorandum

 

DATE:     January 26, 2018 
   
TO:     Parks & Recreation Commission 
   
FROM:   Anjali Myer, Deputy Director of Parks & Recreation 

Shelby Perrault, Parks & Recreation Project Manager 
   
RE:    Big Rock Park Master Plan Update 

 
 

The Big Rock Park Master Plan Update is scheduled for discussion at the February 1, 2018 Parks & Recreation 
Commission meeting. The purpose of this presentation and discussion is to brief the Commission on the history, 
current status and possible future planning and development work.  The master plan for Big Rock Park Site A and B 
was adopted in July 2014 and Site B was donated to the City in 2017.  
 
During the master plan process, a treehouse to be built by Mary Pigott was identified on Site B. The scale of the 
treehouse, however, is significant, equaling nearly 500 square feet. Once Site B is open to the public, staff foresee a 
feature of this scale will draw more people than originally anticipated. Staff reached out to Ms. Pigott to discuss 
including Site C in a master plan process to determine the preferred long term access from SE 20th Street and 
additional parking to accommodate a higher level of park visitors. Although the parcel is not scheduled to transfer to 
the City until sometime in the future, Ms. Pigott has graciously agreed for the City to possibly include Site C in a 
master plan process, should the City decide to complete a master plan incorporating Site C at this time. 
 
The site features, programming and phased improvements outlined in the master plan for Site B are further 
described below. 

 
Project Background: 
In 2010, Mary Pigott gifted three parcels (Site A, B and C) totaling 51 acres to the City of Sammamish as part of a 
phased land donation agreement. The agreement between Ms. Pigott and the City of Sammamish states that the 
properties will be used as a park for the benefit of the community. The City and Ms. Pigott envision a park facilitating 
a variety of low impact active and passive activities that may include nature trails, open space and passive sport 
meadows. 
 
Site A, the first parcel of three, is 16 acres and was transferred in early 2011. Shortly after the “soft opening” of Big 
Rock Park in 2011, the Park Planning team began work on the master plan for Site A and B. Over a year of site 
reconnaissance, studies, an extensive public process, a public park naming contest, concept development and 
refinement was completed and incorporated into the preferred alternative for the Park which was adopted by City 
Council in July 2014. 
 
Phase I development of Site A is located on the northern boundary of Site A, adjacent to SE 8th Street. Design began 
in December 2014 and the first phase of improvements were completed in early 2016. Phase I development features 
a park entrance, parking, boardwalk, zipline, boulder climb, hillside slide, earth mound tunnel and plaza overlooking 
a newly restored meadow. 
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Site B, the second parcel of three, was transferred to the City in January 2017. The 20 acres that make up Site B 
include dense forest cover, meandering trails that navigate through varying topography and open meadows. 
Buildings on the site include a single family home, shed, carport, sauna and the Reard‐Freed House. After 
completion of the master plan and prior to transferring to the City, Mary Pigott constructed a spectacular tree house 
on Site B.  
 
The Reard‐Freed House was relocated to Site B in 2012. The house was donated to the City in 2001 and became the 
first building in Sammamish to be listed on the King County Historic Resource Inventory as a registered landmark. 
The house is currently undergoing renovations led by the Sammamish Heritage Society. 
 
Site C, the third and final parcel, is currently the private property and residence of Ms. Pigott. The 15 acres that 
make up Site C include dense forest cover to the north, meandering trails and open meadows. Buildings on the site 
include a single family home, two detached garages, a barn, cabana and a sport court. This parcel is accessible via SE 
20th St.  
 
 
Site B Final Master Plan Overview: 

The final master plan site features and programming for Site B is listed below. This parcel is intentionally more 

passive than Site A with design elements that include meandering trails and boardwalks. These amenities allow for 

an up‐close and exploratory experience in support of outdoor education.  

 Access and Parking:  Access to Site B is provided off 221st Ave SE and 220th Ave SE.  Three parallel parking 

spots are located within the 221st Ave. SE right‐of‐way and a grasscrete parking lot with 10‐12 parking spots, 

accessible by 220th Ave SE, is located south of the Reard/Freed House.   

 Sauna and Tanner House:  The existing building housing a sauna and a laundry room are noted to be 
renovated into park restrooms and storage space. The Tanner House is limited in layout and is not intended 
for public use as it will require extensive renovation. 

 The Reard/Freed House and Heritage Garden:  The Sammamish Heritage Society envisions a fully renovated 
and functioning house surrounded by period landscaping designed to reflect the colorful and rich history of 
Sammamish. Once completed, the homestead would serve as a resource dedicated to heritage education 
and preserving Sammamish’s history. House uses will include a small museum, storage space for historic 
artifacts and space on the second floor for administrative offices. 

The area surrounding the Reard/Freed House, restrooms and Tanner House will be reflective of early 1900’s 
landscape design. The heritage garden embraces nature with an emphasis on low maintenance landscaping, 
minimal use of lawn, winding pathways and the implementation of an asymmetric planting plan. A display 
space will be incorporated and as with the museum, would accommodate rotating exhibits reflecting the art 
and history of Sammamish.  

 Community Garden: A community garden is proposed and located east of the Reard/Freed House. The final 
layout/capacity and overall design of the garden will be influenced by limited parking provided for Site B and 
the desire to maintain Site B as a passive park.  
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 Open Meadow and Picnic Shelter:  A medium‐sized picnic shelter similar in size to the medium shelter at 
Pine Lake Park is located just north of the Tanner House and overlooks the open meadow. The shelter will 
accommodate two to four picnic tables and will be available on a first‐come, first‐served basis. 

 Interpretive Trails, Bird Bind and Habitat Enhancement:  As with Site A, interpretive trails are proposed 
throughout the site with amenities that include a bird blind, a serpentine boardwalk, picnic areas and a tree 
house constructed by Mary Pigott.  The tree house was designed and engineered for public use, but does 
not current allow for ADA access. 

 
Site B Project Scope: 
The master plan identifies improvements at Site B to be implemented in two phases. The phased plan includes 
proposals for new park elements and upgrades to existing features. 

 Phase I: the initial phase identifies right‐of‐way improvements, access and parking, in addition to the 
construction of restrooms, ADA trails throughout the south meadow, walkways between buildings, 
irrigation, heritage gardens, site furniture and trail enhancements between Site A and B. 

 Phase II: work includes the construction of a picnic shelter, bird blind, habitat features and new trails, in 
addition to the restoration and enhancement of South Ebright Creek Tributary. Lastly, this phase includes 
removal of invasive plant material and trail decommissioning. 

Currently, funds are not allocated in the 2016‐2022 Parks CIP for Phase I improvements at Site B, because the 
timeline for donation had not been established when the Parks CIP was adopted. However, pending adoption of the 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PRO) Plan, the 2018‐2023 Parks CIP has allocated funds in 2018‐19 for a master 
plan update, in addition to an allowance in 2019 for phase I improvements. 
 
Discussion: 
At the meeting, staff will present different approaches for the development of Parcel B. Various scenarios are being 
considered, including a revisit of Site B of the master plan, a revisit Site B as well as Site C, or simply proceeding with 
the current phase I improvements for Site B. Each option has pros and cons that we will review with the Parks & 
Recreation Commission.  
 
Attachment: 
For reference, attached is a graphic of the final master plan for Site B, showing the site features and programming 
outlined in the memo. 
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