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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

September 19, 2017 
 
Mayor Bob Keller called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 
pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  
Mayor Bob Keller 
Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow 
Councilmember Don Gerend 
Councilmember Tom Hornish 
Councilmember Kathy Huckabay 
Councilmember Ramiro Valderrama 
 
Absent: Councilmember Tom Odell 
 
Staff present:   
Lyman Howard, City Manager 
Jessi Bon, Deputy City Manager 
Jeff Thomas, Community Development Director 
Mike Sugg, Management Analyst 
Aaron Antin, Finance/IT Director 
Angie Feser, Parks & Recreation Director 
Steve Leniszewski, Public Works Director 
Tim Larson, Communications Manager 
Kim Adams Pratt, City Attorney  
Melonie Anderson, City Clerk  
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Cub Scout Pack 699 led the pledge. 
 
Mayor Keller requested a moment of silence to show respect to former Sammamish 
Councilmember Ron Haworth, who passed away earlier this week.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Hornish moved to have Public Comment precede the Consent 
Agenda. Councilmember Valderrama seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
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Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Gerend moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Hornish seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Malchow moved to make the change to move public comment before the 
consent agenda permanent. Councilmember Huckabay seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Public Comment 
Skip Buchanan, 813 Eastlake Sammamish NE: showed pictures regarding the sediment that is going into 
Lake Sammamish through the Eden Creek Culvert. The system needs to be replace. 
 
Dan Denton, 835 Eastlake Sammamish Parkway NE, Spoke about the same issue as the first speaker. The 
Eden Creek Culvert is failing.  
 
Ralph Barber, 665 E Lake Sammamish SE, spoke regarding the same issue as the previous speakers.  
 
Deb Sogge, Sammamish Chamber of Commerce, reported on the activities of the Chamber, including the 
Farmer’s Market.  
 
Ron Quin, 801 Eastlake Sammamish Parkway SE, Spoke about the George Davis/Eden Creek culvert 
problem. He requested the City clean out the culvert immediately.  
 
Wally Pereyra, 148 Eastlake Sammamish Parkway SE, spoke regarding the increased stormwater runoff 
and inadequate treatment of the runoff. He spoke against using public funds to build the Tamarack 
drainage system. He feels forming Utility Local Improvement District is the proper way to fund the 
system, since this is primarily a private property problem.  
 
Mark Smith, 22526 SE 47th Place, spoke about the Eastlake Sammamish Trail. He is concerned that the 
City is going against the court ruling ordering the City to allow the trail construction and stop trying to 
impede its completion. He is unhappy the City filed an appeal.  
 
Jolie Imperatori, PO Box 2604 Issaquah, She would like to see public comment after the Council has a 
discussion on agenda items, rather than having to speak at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
Mary Wictor, 408 208th Avenue NE, she questioned if staff knows where all the drainage systems are on 
Thompson Hill Road. She is unhappy there is a gap in the sidewalk. She also feels it is the City’s 
responsibility to pay for the Tamarack drainage system. 
 
Consent Agenda 

• Payroll for period ending August 31, 2017 for pay date September 5, 2017 in the amount of $ 
422,998.88 

1. Approval: Claims For Period Ending August 31, 2017 In The Amount Of $2,046,074.28 For Check 
No. 48253 Through 48325 

2. Approval: Claims For Period Ending September 14, 2017 In The Amount Of $2,480,205.78 For 
Check No. 48326 Through 48444 
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3. Ordinance: First Reading; Amending Section 22.15.050 Of The Sammamish Municipal Code 
Relating To Redemption Of Impounded Vehicles; Providing For Severability; And Establishing An 
Effective Date 

4. Proclamation: Diaper Awareness Week 
5. Approval: Contract for East Lake Sammamish Parkway (Phase 1 North Segment) and Louis 

Thompson Road Ditch and Culvert Maintenance/ Iron Creek Construction 
6. Proclamation: Domestic Violence Action Month – October 2017 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Hornish moved to approve the Consent agenda. Deputy Mayor Malchow 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Presentations/Proclamations - None 
 
Student Liaison Report – None 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Discussion: Transportation Planning 
 
City Manager Lyman Howard made some introductory statements regarding transportation planning. 
Deputy Director of Public Works Cheryl Paston and Consultant Kendra Breiland, Don Samdahl from Fehr 
& Peers, gave a PowerPoint presentation (available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us). 
 
Council will be presented with six options for measuring level of service and concurrency. The goal for 
tonight is to get direction from the Council what tools appeal to them the most. 
 
Councilmember Hornish questioned why our Comprehensive Plan bases concurrency on volume over 
capacity to measure our level of service, with no mention of time or flow rate?  
 
Councilmember Valderrama questioned what the cost would be to change our concurrency measures?  
 
Deputy Mayor Malchow thinks it is important to determine what it is we want to measure. She is not 
sure that any of the tools presented tonight would be right for Sammamish.  
 
Tom Hornish would like additional study on the Average Speed/Travel Time method and the Multimodal 
method with the caveat that the Corridor method could be a stand in for speed.  
 
Councilmember Huckabay would like to see some consideration of the intermodal method. She also 
inquired as to whether the City could increase the current impact fee by at least the cost of living  
 
Council recessed from 9:15 pm – 9:26 pm. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
Ordinance: First Reading; Related To Surface Water Management; Amending Title 13 Of The 
Sammamish Municipal Code; Providing For Severability; And Establishing An Effective Date   
 

http://www.sammamish.us/
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Cheryl Paston, Deputy Director of Public Works gave a staff report and showed a PowerPoint 
presentation (available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us). Tonight staff will be looking for 
Council to selection between two alternative rates.  
 
Scenario A:  
$350,000 in 2018 for Town Center Implementation Plan  
$25,000 in 2019 to update rate study 
15% increase in 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2% in following years 
 
Scenario B: 
Above two options plus $1 million capital fund balance in 2020 
19% increase in 2018, 2019 and 2020, 2% in following years 
 
Ms. Paston asked Council to indicate their preference for either Scenario A or Scenario B. 
 
Councilmembers Hornish, Valderrama and Deputy Mayor Malchow support Scenario A. Mayor Keller 
and Councilmembers Huckabay and Gerend supported Scenario B. 
 
Mr. Howard suggested opening the public hearing, taking public comment on the ordinance, and delay 
this decision until the next meeting. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 10:01 
 
Todd Southwick, 413 209th Avenue NE, he urged support for Scenario B to make sure that the SWM 
rates and there is a sufficient contingency funds are high enough to fund the existing deficiencies in our 
SWM program. 
 
Mary Wictor, 408 208th Avenue NE, she spoke about the dangers created on Eastlake Sammamish 
Parkway by up-hill drainage problems. She was supportive of Scenario B. 
 
Paul Stickney, 504 228th Avenue SE, questioned if the City has a long range CIP for stormwater projects. 
If so, he would support Scenario A. If not, he would be supportive of Scenario B.  
 
Public hearing was continued to October 17, 2017 at 10:12 pm 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Hornish moved to extend the meeting to 11:00 pm. Councilmember 
Valderrama seconded. Motion carried 5-1 with Councilmember Huckabay dissenting. 
 
New Business 
 
Ordinance: First Reading; Creating A Human Services Commission And Adding A New Chapter 2.75 To 
The Sammamish Municipal Code; Providing For Severability; And Establishing An Effective Date. 
 
Management Analyst Mike Sugg and Community Liaison Rita Bahd gave the staff report and showed a 
PowerPoint presentation (available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us). 
 

http://www.sammamish.us/
http://www.sammamish.us/
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MOTION: Deputy Mayor Malchow moved to allow up to 2 non-residents on the commission. 
Councilmember Hornish seconded. 
 
AMENDMENT: Councilmember Hornish moved to leave out any specific number of non-residents. 
Deputy Mayor Malchow seconded. Motion carried 5-1 with Mayor Keller dissenting. 
 
MAIN MOTION: Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Authorization: Port of Seattle Economic Development Grant 
 
Planning Manager Kellye Hilde and Mr. Sugg gave the staff report and showed a PowerPoint 
presentation (available on the City’s website at www.sammamish.us) 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Hornish moved to authorize $92,000 from the 2017-18 approved operating 
contingency to develop branding guidelines, of which $61,250 will be reimbursed by the Port of Seattle. 
Deputy Mayor Malchow seconded. Motion carried 5-1 with Councilmember Huckabay dissenting. 
 
Councilmember Valderrama asked if there is an opportunity capitalize on other parts of economic 
development.  Councilmember Huckabay thinks that staff has too many other items on their work plan. 
She doesn’t feel this is the right time for this. 
 
Bid Award: Inglewood Hill Road – Asphalt Paving/ Watson Asphalt Paving Co Inc. 
 
Public Works Director Steve Leniszewski gave the staff report. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Gerend moved to authorize the City Manager to award and execute a 
contract with Watson Asphalt Paving Company, Inc., the lowest responsive, responsible bidder for 
construction of the Inglewood Hill Road Overlay in the amount of $460,861, and to administer a 
construction contingency in the amount of $46,080 (10%) of the contract price and upon contract 
approval from WSDOT Local Programs office regarding bid award approval. Councilmember Huckabay 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
Council Reports/Committee Reports 
 
Councilmember Tom Hornish – Attended the public meeting for the Master Traffic Plan. Attended 
Citizen’s for Sammamish meeting. Attended the ARCH discussion on parity funding for the partners. 
 
Deputy Mayor Christie Malchow – She attended the Sound Cities Association (SCA) Public Involvement 
Committee meeting. She would like to nominate three outgoing Councilmembers Gerend, Huckabay and 
Odell for SCA Emeritus Status. 
 
Councilmember Kathy Huckabay – Reported on changing bus fares. She asked if Council was supportive 
of her bringing up with the Regional Transit Committee that the new fares will increase for short trips. 
Council was not supportive of this. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Valderrama moved to extend the meeting to 11:35 pm. Deputy 
Mayor Malchow seconded. Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 

http://www.sammamish.us/
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Councilmember Ramiro Valderrama – He is wanted to make sure that the City is involved in the tree 
cutting down by the Eastlake Sammamish Trail. He attended the Eastside Fire & Rescue meeting. He 
attended a Chinese network meeting.  
 
Mayor Keller – He reported on the Food Drive. He attended the Eastside Leadership Mayor’s Forum.  
 
City Manager Report  
 
City Manager Lyman Howard reported on the latest recycling event. He asked if Council was supportive 
of using the King County grant for the Mystic Lake Trail on the Klahanie Ballfield project. Council 
supported this. He reported that the City is addressing the speeding issue in town by getting an 
additional traffic officer on October 1. The current traffic officer will be getting a motorcycle; additional 
speed signs will be installed. They will be studying the issues on 244 Ave NE.  
He also reported that the Finance Committee studied the issue of cost cutting and/or revenue 
enhancements. The Finance Committee suggested it would be more appropriate to discuss these issues 
during the budget process. Only two Councilmembers were supportive of this study. Council has shifted 
priorities to concurrency so there is not enough staff or Council time to do a deeper dive on this study. 
He suggested this could be discussed at the next Council Retreat. Councilmember Valderrama is very 
disappointed that this issue will not be discussed. Mr. Howard asked Council if he could bring before 
them the amendments to the transportation element of the Comprehensive Plan as the City may suffer 
some unintended consequences if these amendments are not made. Council was supportive of this. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 pm 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson City Clerk             Bob Keller, Mayor 
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