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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 

March 21, 2017 
 
Mayor Don Gerend called the regular meeting of the Sammamish City Council to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Councilmembers present:  
Mayor Don Gerend 
Deputy Mayor Bob Keller 
Councilmember Tom Hornish 
Councilmember Kathy Huckabay 
Councilmember Christie Malchow 
Councilmember Tom Odell 
Councilmember Ramiro Valderrama 
 
Staff present:   
Lyman Howard, City Manager 
Jessi Bon, Deputy City Manager 
Jeff Thomas, Community Development Director 
Mike Sugg, Management Analyst 
Aaron Antin, Finance/IT Director 
Angie Feser, Parks & Recreation Director 
Steve Leniszewski, Public Works Director 
Tim Larson, Communications Manager 
Kim Adams Pratt, City Attorney  
Melonie Anderson, City Clerk  
 
Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll was called. Councilmember Hornish led the pledge. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Valderrama moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Malchow seconded. 
Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Presentations/Proclamations 
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 Proclamation: World Autism Day – Roisin O’Farrell, representing World Autism Day, spoke 
to the importance of continued research and support for people with autism. The Mayor 
read the following proclamation: 

WHEREAS, autism is a pervasive developmental disorder affecting the social, communication and 
behavioral skills of those affected by it, and, 

WHEREAS, as more health professionals become proficient in diagnosing autism, more children 
are being diagnosed on the autism spectrum, resulting in rates as high as 1 in 68 children 
nationally and, 

WHEREAS, while there is no cure for autism, it is well-documented that if individuals with autism 
receive early and intensive treatment throughout their lives, they lead significantly improved lives, 
and, 

WHEREAS, individuals with autism often require a lifetime of specialized and community support 
services to ensure their health and safety and to support families’ resilience as they manage the 
psychological and financial burdens autism can present, 

WHEREAS, Autism Speaks.org is spearheading an awareness effort in order to educate parents, 
professionals and the general public about autism and its effects, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Donald Gerend, do hereby proclaim April 2, 2017 
as WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY in the City of Sammamish, and urge all employees and  
residents to participate in our municipality’s National Autism Awareness Month activities,  
in order to become better educated about autism and create a better community  
for individuals with autism. 

 Update on the Economic Development Analysis – Mike Sugg, Management Analyst and 
Mark Goodman from Community Attributes gave the staff report and showed a 
PowerPoint presentation (presentation available on the City’s website at 
www.sammamish.us). The Council will get another update on this analysis in June, 2017. 

 
 Presentation: Lease Agreement with Central Washington University 

 
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Keller moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the lease 
agreement with Central Washington University (CWU) for the purpose of operating a 
higher education facility in Sammamish that will provide programming and coursework 
leading to a certificate,  baccalaureate or masters degrees. The initial term of this lease is 
three years, with options to extend for an additional 15 years. The lease includes an 
option for CWU to buy the property it will be operating out of and, if CWU ever decides to 
sell the property, the City will have a first refusal to buy it back. Councilmember Odell 
seconded. Motion carried 6-1 with Councilmember Hornish dissenting. 
 
Councilmember Hornish feels that the City is subsidizing the school too much and that this 
agreement is not fiscally responsible. Councilmember Valderrama has concerns with the 
traffic the school will generate and agreed with Councilmember Hornish regarding the 
subsidy issue but was supportive of the agreement. 
 

 Community Survey Results – Tim Larson, Communications Manager gave the staff report 

http://www.sammamish.us/
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and showed a PowerPoint presentation (presentation available on the City’s website at 
www.sammamish.us)  
 

 
Public Comment 
Michele Drovdahl/Renee Wickstrom, Representing the Sammamish Library, spoke about a survey they 
did recently, asking residents what services they would like to see. They would also like the 
Councilmembers to take their survey. The survey is available at this website: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/draftscenarios 
 
Ella Moore, 290 N Alder, Issaquah, Representing the Heritage Society, requested an increase in their 
annual funding for an additional $5,000. 
 
Dee Carrel, 20814 NE 26th Place, concurred with the first speaker regarding the increase in funding for 
the Heritage Society. 
 
CJ Kahler, 21911 SE 20th Street, requested that Council expand the Human Services Committee by 
adding three additional members from the public. He also encouraged Council to authorize the contract 
for Human Service needs assessment with Berk Consulting. 
 
Pat Castillo, 2950 259th Place SE, also spoke in support of the contract for Human Services Needs 
Assessment. The Human Service Task Force is very supportive of the needs assessment. 
 
Rita Badh, 2919 216th Avenue NE, Representing IAWW, spoke regarding the services provided by this 
organization. They will be presenting a workshop on dealing with Hate Crimes in Sammamish. 
 
Consent Agenda 

Approval: Claims For Period Ending March 31, 2017 In The Amount Of $833,696.01 For Check No. 46767 
Through 46864 
Resolution: Authorizing And Supporting An Interagency Agreement With The Washington State 
Department Of Natural Resources, Urban And Community Forestry Program 
Resolution: Authorizing And Supporting An Interagency Agreement With King County For Award Of 
Flood Reduction Grants 
Resolution: Establishing Council Committee Charters And Setting Forth The Purpose, Authority And 
Responsibilities Of Each City Council Committee 
Contract: Human Services Needs Assessment Consultant/Berk 
Contract: Reard-Freed House Lease 
Contract Amendment: 2016 Pavement Overlay/KBA 
Approval: March 6, 2017 Study Session Notes  

 
MOTION: Councilmember Valderrama moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilmember Odell 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
 
Public Hearing - none 
 
Unfinished Business - none 
New Business 

http://www.sammamish.us/
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a. Ordinance: First Reading: Relating To Notice Of Public Hearings Before The Hearing Examiner; 
Amending Sections 20.10.150 And 20.10.180 Of The Sammamish Municipal Code; Providing For 
Severability; And Establishing An Effective Date 
 
b. Resolution: Approving The Hearing Examiner Rules Of Procedure, As Revised, In Accordance 
With Section 20.10.190 Of The Sammamish Municipal Code 
 
City Attorney Kim Pratt gave the staff report. One of the changes to the Hearing Examiner Rules 
of Procedures was to lengthen the noticing time for hearings so participants have more time to 
prepare. This is the first reading of the ordinance. It will be brought back for a second reading on 
April 4, 2017. 
 
Council Reports/Committee Reports 
Councilmembers Odell, Valderrama and Mayor Gerend attended the National League of Cities 
conference.  
 
Councilmember Valderrama and several other Councilmembers attending the soft opening of the 
Metropolitan Market. He noted that there have been requests from the public for releasing information 
on procedures for variances and waivers and he wondered when that information would be available. 
He reported that the Council will support the 5-year extension of the Eastside Fire & Rescue contract. 
Council was supportive of the EF & R representatives work with the EF & R Board regarding funding 
options.  
 
Deputy Mayor Keller attended the Sound Cities Association Public Involvement Committee meeting.  
He suggesting discussing the implications of regional centers on Sammamish.  
 
Councilmember Huckabay attended the Go Green Conference.  
 

City Manager Report  
Mr. Howard reported on a hate crime incident that occurred in Issaquah and was reported to 
Sammamish Police. After talking with the victim, they determined that this was not a hate crime. In an 
effort to address this problem, the city will be holding a meeting regarding these types of issues. 
 
He requested Council authorize the Mayor to sign a letter regarding Metro Route 269 changes.  
 
Mr. Howard reported that there is vacancy on the Planning Commission. He asked Council how they 
would like to appoint a replacement. They would like staff to contact one of the previous candidates to 
see if he is still interested in serving on the Committee. 
 
Mr. Howard confirmed that the upcoming Financial Retreat, scheduled for June 29, 2017 will be held in 
Council Chambers at Sammamish City Hall. 
 
Executive Session – If Necessary 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm 
 
 
__________________________________ _______________________________ 
    Melonie Anderson, City Clerk      Donald J. Gerend, Mayor 
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